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» Introduction.

In February 2025 I purchased a verse fusee watch with the maker Jas. Gregory inscribed on the works. There
is a serial number of 1010 alongside, but this would require access to the maker’s record book for a date.
Failing this, one is left with the hallmarks on the silver case to date; 1816. Out of pressing curiosity, I began
to research the maker and whatever I might learn about the type of watch. With the large number of
Gregorys in Hampshire, UK, it was the last will and testament of James that proved to be the essential key;
the Rosetta Stone, if you will. I have a webpage up that more or less summarizes that search, but herein will
follow what I have uncovered of the Gregory Family. Given that I live in Connecticut, USA, I am relegated
to digitized soutrces, largely newspaper accounts and ads, and whatever kind person might uncover and share

with me from Hampshire County, UK. I am eager for any information and corrections: please reach out to

me via my email address, JosMorn@aol.com

Joseph Morneault
Old Saybrook, CT. USA
Feb. 2026
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The Gregory Family (watchmakers) tree. Not inclusive of all children; merely showing the lineage of those
who learned and continued the watch making and clock making business.
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» James Gregoty.

James was born on 29 May 1767 in Lasham, Hampshire County, England to John and Mary (Bramly)
Gregory; he would be baptized the very same day, according to the records of Saint Mary’s Church,!
Anglican. For a time, the county was called Southampton, which you’ll see often, and the short hand for the
county to this day is “Hants”. Although it seems that John and Mary were lifetime members of that
community, I don’t have much more information. Mary is cited as local, but I haven’t discerned her birth or
death records, to date. John and Mary had four children; John (b. and bap. 16 June 1765), James (1768), Job
(b. 3 July 1770, bap. 22 July 1770), and Mary (b. 6 May 1776, bap. 9 June 17706).2

At some point in his teens, James was presumably apprenticed to a watchmaker. During this time in history,
London was the center for watchmaking, and he might have been sent there. However, it was not the only
place to learn for there was no formal school; an apprenticeship to a watchmaker interested in taking on one
was seemingly the norm, and it could be anywhere. Lasham is a small town south of the city of Basingstoke
by about 9 miles (some 14.48 km), and James might have been apprenticed there in the city, a watchmaker
being far more likely than in a small town. Until such time that I can at least present a likely master, I can at
least state that James set up his business in 1790; aside from a surviving photo of the store (1881?) front
showing a placard over the door as “Est. 17907, the first time James appears in the “Universal British
Directory of Trade, Commerce, and Manufacture” is indeed in 1790; vol. 2, p.312. James would be shown
over the years as a watchmaker, clockmaker, and seller of musical instruments. He appears in following years
of this Directory, and is always listed as a watchmaker, rather than a shopkeeper. It is a source of confusion
which I address in the first section entitled “James Gregory — a Period Pocketwatch”. Everything that I have
dug up regarding his vocation suggests that James was a maker of watches and clocks, rather than merely a
“front man”; but given the overall evidence and what I have learned of what a “watchmaker” was by the late
18th century, I would think that he was more of what today in the US we might term a “jeweler”; he might
well have made some watches and clocks, but he was more likely a retailer and serviceman, able to replace
broken parts and generally service the watches and clocks, rather than a dedicated artisanal maker. It does
seem, by the vatious census records and such, that the term “watchmaker”, “jeweler”, and “silversmith” was
used loosely and interchangeably. James is listed in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by
Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G. Press LTD, London|: “GREGORY, James. Basingstoke, ca. 1790-1813 C”.
C=clockmaker, but with at least three watches known still in existance, a few clocks, and other information,

watches were certainly part of his work.
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The Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce, and Manufacture. 1790 London, Vol 2. p.317 This was a

publication that covered the period of 1790 through 1798.

The business seems to have always been on Winchester Street...

According to the late Basingstoke historian

Arthur Attwood, the first location was “where the Johnson’s dry cleaners were until recently and before that

on the other side of the street (north side) next to the entrance to Joice’s Yard.” Certainly, his shop was on
this second site as late as 1819, but likely earlier. This would be, it seems, 5 - 8 Winchester Street — when 1
looked in 2025 via Google Maps, it was “The Money Store”, but Google says that this is “permanently

closed” now. This is rather close to the market square, where Winchester meets London Street. The first

location was across the street on the south side, but I am ignorant of the specific address...

don’t know where the “dry cleaners was until recently”.

Not being local, 1

There was a move in 1850, which can be seen below

under William Gregory; perhaps #his was the second location referred to by Attwood? A property search in

the local town hall might resolve this.
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UK, City and County Directories, 1766 - 1946

Record Index

Name: James Gregory
Publication Year. 1792

Residence Place: Hampshire, England

Occupation: Watchmaker

Source Information

Record Url:
https:/Mwww.ancestrycom/fimageviewer/collections/3145/images/0000chuB

Source Citation:
1792-1798 Universal British Directory (Hampshire extracts); Publisher: Uns pecilied

Source Information

Ancestry.com.

UK, City and County Directories, 1766 - 1946

[database on-ine]. Prove, UT, USA: Ancestrycom Operations, Inc., 2013.

Original data Original sources vary according to directory. The title of the specific directory
being viewed is listed al the top of the image viewer page. Check the directory title page

image for full title and publication information.
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Here is the local directory for two years later. Gregory is listed as a watchmaker, as distinguished from a shopkeeper.

In 17903 through at least 17934 it appears that James got involved in local committee for digging a canal.
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<he compliment of a guinea.

BASINGSTOKE CANAL NAVIGATION.

F, whofe hands are hereunto fubfcribed,
eight of the Commiflioners appointed in and by an Act
of Parliament for making a navigable Canal from the Town of
Bafingftoke, in the County of Southampton, to communicate
with the River Wey, in the Pariih of Chertfey, inthe County of
Surry, and to the South-Eaft Side ofthe Turnpike-road, in the
Parith of Turgifs, in the faid County of Southampton, o hereby
give notice, that, purfuant to a requeft of the company of pro-
prietors of the faid Canal, a G Megting of the cornmifiion-
ers appointed in and by the fa held on Friday, the
third day of September next, af clock in the forencon,
at the houfe of Mr. Benjami: own 1
fign of the Bufh, at Farnham, in th€ county of Surry, for the
p of ifluing a warrant or Warrants to the theriff or fher' i,
under-fheriff or under-theriffs, coroner or coroners, of the faid
county of Surry, 10 i el, fummon, and return, a jury or
juries, toinquire, and affefs, and afcertain, the fum or fums of
money, orannual rent, tobe paid for the purchafe of certain pie-
ces of land, fituate in the parith of Woking, in the faid county
of Surry: one fuppofed to belong to M're C. Harley, of the
Hermitage, in the faid county of Surry; and the others to Mr.
——— Turner, of-Woking aforefaid :th
making the faid Canal. - Dated this 16th day of Auguit, 17g0.
’ THOMAS DIGGLE.
OHN EYRE.
3 2 AMES GREGORY.
. F.TOLL.
OHN RICHARDS;
. ALBAN THOMAS,
GEORGE WATKINS,
JOSEPH RICHMOND,

out and aftertained for.
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What follows are transcripts of land records provided by Ms. Reavell, mentioning James in 1811, 1814, and
his occupation. Note that he indeed listed as a watchmaker and not a vendor or shopkeeper.

42M66/94-95

Title

Lease, release and assignment of mortgage term of 500 years in trust to attend inheritance, concerning premises as detailed
in 42Mb6/81 (BRA 1473)

Date

15 -16 Aug 1811
Description
ii) Martha Adams of Basingstoke, widow, vendor and mortgagor

(

(

(i) Sanuel Doman of Basingstoke, baker, purchaser

(iv) James Gregory of Basingstoke, clock and watchmaker, trustee for Samuel Doman @
(

v) James Warne of Basingstoke, gent, trustee for Samuel Doman

i) Richard Jeffreys of Basingstoke, banker, mortgagee

3
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Alt Ref No

A4MEB9/D1/7/2

Title

Criginal bundle of deeds labelled ‘title deeds relating to two cottages at Lasham purchased from Mr Gregory of Basingstoke
by George Purefoy Jervoise, 27 Jul 1814'

Date

1675-1804

Description

In 1695 the two cottages were described as one tenement recently erected on land called Butt Close. By 1811 it had been
divided into two tenements and was described as two tenements with gardens and backsides in Lasham

Bundle includes: copy of will of Christopher Cowper, 26 Apr 1700 (item 2)

Owners and occupiers include: Christopher Cowper of Lasham, gent (1675); William Vidler of Lasham, taylor (1675); Sarah
Vidler of Northington, widow (1740); Joseph Figgesse of Lasham, husbandman (1740); John Figgesse of Lasham, labourer
(1769); Richard Wateridge of Herriard, yeoman (1769); James Gregory of Basingstoke, clock and watch maker (1811); George
Purefoy Jervoise (1 814}|

44M6E9/KT/58

Title

Advertisement for lottery tickets sold by J. Gregory, |watch and clockmaker, Basingstoke, for Richardson, Goodluck & Co. of
London

Date

1821

Description

Endorsed : receipt of Gregory to George Purefoy Jervoise, 1821

(C4

It appears that along with the watches and clocks that he made, James also sold lottery tickets, per the entry
above and this 1822 ad.?

ICHARDSON, GOODLUCK, and Co.
respeetfully acquaint the Public that the tieket
No. 11,221, a prize of TWENTY THOUSAND
POUNDS ! drawn the 241h of last month, was sold
by them iu shares, at their Old- Established office,
No. 104, Baok Buildings, Cornbill, Loudun,
State of the W heel.

TWO PRIZES OF £20,000!
Aund Twenty other Capirals.
For the Next and Last Day, the 23d of April.
Tickers and shares, warranted undrawn, are on

sale by Richardsou, Goedluck, and Co. st their Old
Established Office, No. 104, Bank Buildings, Cora-
hill; aud by the following Ageuts :—

Winchester, J. Flight, Hatter. [1665

Southempton, Nathaniel Pegler,

Basingstoke, J. Gregory.

Newbiiry, Mrs. Lewis,next the Jack of Newbury.



mailto:JosMorn@aol.com
https://ussconnecticut1799.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Land-record-1811-B.png
https://ussconnecticut1799.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Lottery-1821.png

Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026. JosMorn@aol.com All rights
reserved. 10 Forest Glen Rd. Old Saybrook, CT. 06475 USA

In 1780, the father John had died in Lasham and is buried there. No record have I found for the death of
mother Mary as yet; transcriptions of gravestones at the Lasham burial ground do not show Mary and she
may well have relocated to live with an adult child in another town, dying there. In 1789, James’ elder brother
John had removed to New Alresford, Hampshire County. This is to the west and a little south of Lasham,
where he set up as a tailor and draper. There, he married Hannah Motley (30 Aug 1790); they had six
children: Mary (b. Mar 1792), Harriett (b. Nov. 1793), James (b. Apr 1796), William (b. Apr 1798), Elizabeth
(b. May 1799), and a Sarah, for whom I have no record of birth but I did find a record of marriage that
indicates that she is a daughter of John and Hannah.> James’ brother John died around the 15t or 2d of
September 1801; he was buried on the 4%, in New Alresford. William would have been 3 when his father
died; he lived with his mother and his siblings until he was taken to apprentice with his uncle James when he
was about the age of 12 or 13, in 1810/11 (my educated guess, for I have not found a specific record). He
moved in with Uncle James in Basingstoke and there learned the trade. Cambridge University Press &
Assessment suggests that the average age of a youngster going into apprenticeship in the early 19th century
was about 15 and a half years, so perhaps it was more like 18132 Uncle James appears to have served as an
executor for his brother’s estate.

—— ] T > TR s & -V
 LL Persons who have on
the Estate and m of GREGORY,

late of New Alresford, Hants, Taylor and Draper, de-.
ceased, are desired to send their Acco "W
Gricory, 'lﬁg':c or Mr. Taomas Vick,
and Mr.Sternex Puisvies, New Alresford, Hants,
his Executors, that the same may be And all
Persons who are any way indebtad to the and Ef-
fes of the Deceased, are requested to pay such their re-
spe@ive. Debis to the said Executors. REL)
Dated the 18¢h of September, 801,

The Hampshire Chronicle, or, Winchester, Southampton, Portsmouth and Chichester Journal. Monday, September 28,
1801. Front page.

Little William may or may not have been the only one working in the shop for James, but it’s clear that he
was the “son James never had” and would inherit the house and business. Anything inscribed “Jas. Gregory”
believed to be sold after his death in 1826 is most likely “stock”, sold as an item desired by the purchaser
regardless of who’s name was inscribed in it.c James did not marry and had no children of his own. He
continued in the trade until his death in 1826, when his star apprentice, nephew William, was given the house
and the business in James’ will: see below.

The Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921, via Ancestry.com, indicates that James
Gregory died in Basingstoke on 5 March 1826, aged 58; not reaching his 59 birthday. His will is also

2 today referred to simply as Alresford, but still distinct from nearby Old Alresford.

b Please see the Genealogical Section in Part 3.

¢ I say this for there is someone online who claims to have a James Gregory watch ostensibly dated to 1828, which I
have not seen. No serial number cited. If the hallmarks are correct for this, then it is a James Gregory watch inserted
into a later case. Not unprecedented.
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available through that site, but the image is muddy and difficult to patse out. Donna and Thomas McQuades
took up the challenge of deciphering the image, and it became the Rosetta Stone for this quest. Subsequently,
I found a much cleaner scan at The National Archives of the UK. The following image is from this latter
source. The will of James Gregory: For citation source, it is “Will of James Gregory, Clock and Watch Maker
of Basingstoke, Hampshire.” Reference: PROB 11/1711/62 Date 05 April 1826 Held at the
National Archives, Kew, Richmond, England.
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And what follows is the transcription made by Donna and Thomas McQuades.
[Transcription of Last Will and Testament of James Gregory (In left margin) James Gregory.

In the Name of God Amen. 1, James Gregory of Basingstoke, within County of Southampton Clock and Watch Matker ete.
Being of sound mind, memory, and understanding do wish and Publish this my last Will and Testament as follows. First, I give
to my Sister Mary the wife of Abraham Cox Tailor & Draper Basingstoke Thirty pounds Per year standing in my account in
the Saving Annuities in the Bank of England which I said on no account whatever may be sold during my Sisters Life time.
Should she die before the Stock is run out (1860) to be equally divided between as many of ber children as may then be living.
Secondly, 1 give to my niece Sarab the danghter of my late brother John Gregory of Alresford, wife Of Stephen Parker now living
in London or Westminister, to my nieces Mary and Harriett daughters of my Brother John Gregory, my nieces Mary and Ann
danghters of my Sister, and to my nephew Abrabam Cox: the Son of my Sister Mary Cox each the Sum of Two hundred and
[ifty pounds in the three per Cent Consols. The said Abrabam & Ann Cox to have the interest only until they attain the age of
Twenty one years. Thirdly, I give to William Son and Mary the Danghter of William and Hannab Noys of Winnall — now
Winchester the Sum of five pounds each (money). Fourthly, I give and I wish my freehold Messuage or dwelling house in the
Town of Basingstoke in a street called Winchester Street wherein I now dwell with all nry household Goods furniture Stock in the
different trades of Clock and Watch Maker, Silversmith, Jeweler, Music Seller, etc with Book, debts, money, and all property of
whatever kind to nse Belonging unto nmy Nephew William the Son of my late brother John Gregory aforesaid whom I Nominate
Constitute and Appoint Excecutor with my Sister Mary the wife of Abraham Cox aforesaid Executrix to this my last Will and
Testament. And hereby desire the said William Gregory to pay my debts of every description with funeral Testamentary charges
and expenses Fifthly 1 wish to be buried at Lasham near my father in a very plain way a double head stone on one part In
memory of Jobn Gregory who died February 28 1780 aged 52 and on the other In memory of James Gregory of Basingstoke —
Son of Jobn Gregory of this place who Died ete. ete. — Sixcthly the above I declare to be my last Will and Testament In Witness
whereof the said James Gregory bave to this my last Will and Testament. Set my band and seal this Twenty first day of
February in the year of our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and twenty six James Gregory (L) Signed Sealed And
delivered by the said James Gregory, the Testator for this last Will & Testament In the presence of us who at his request in his
presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto set our hands as witnesses thereto Sammuel Dornan [-----] Wm 38.
Pearman [----] Will m Dornan ----- Proved at London 5th April 1826 before the Judge by the oaths of William Gregory
Nephew and Mary Cox (wife of Abrabam Cox) the Sister the Executors for Whom administration was granted baving been
frst sworn by Commission duly to Administer]

In his will, James left the business to his nephew William; and that he also asked to be buried near his father
John Gregory in the Lasham churchyard, which is adjacent to St-Mary’s Church and not very far from
Basingstoke; John Gregory, who died 28 Feb 1780 in Lasham. Mother Mary is not mentioned. We also now
have a family set to follow: It would seem that James never married, nor had any offspring acknowledged in
his will. “I James Gregory of Basingstoke within the Connty of Southampton, clock and watch mafker, &%, &+¢.” He cites
his living sister Mary, wife of Abraham Cox in Basingstoke, a tailor and draper by trade; their children Mary,
Ann, and Abraham, the latter two being under the age of 21 in 1826. James refers to his brother John, long
deceased by the time the will is drawn up in Feb 1826, and John’s children: Sarah (wife of Stephen Parker of
London), and William. William is to be one of the two executors (along with Mary Cox, James’ sister), and
William will get the house, shop, and business. See the genealogical section in Part 3.

This will was “proved before the judge” by the oath of “Willian Gregory, the nephew and residuary legatee substituted in the
said will to whom administration was granted...” in London on 5 April 1826.
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Below is the record of death and burial of James Gregory — burial, 5 Mar 1826. Fr. Ellis was the rector who
buried James, in the Lasham churchyard of St-Mary’s, according to his wishes. Today, the headstones have
been pulled up and placed alongside the stone wall, I have been informed, and therefore the exact spot of
burial is no longer knowable. The Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921, via
Ancestry.com, shown above, indicates that James Gregory died in Basingstoke on 5 March 1826, aged 58.6

W25 123120 Hamosnire, England, Crurch of England Surals, 18131921 - Ancestry.com
Page 6. Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921
BURIALS in the Pahof el Szs
in the County of . Zias i inthe Yar 1825 Recordindex
T Name: James Gregory
Yime, ' Abein, { Wi i | hon R o Death Age: 58
| [ | = Birth Date: 1768

| i aw htinne | Lokan |&awr |2, | £ Zz Residence Place: Basingstoke

Death Date: 1826

Burial Date: 5 Mar 1826

Burial Place: Lasham, Hampshire, England
Parish as it Appears: Lasham

Source Information

Record Url:
htips//www.ancestrycom/imageviewer/collections/62424 fimages/62424_373055000119_0960-
00013

Source Citation:
Hampshire Archives and Local Studies; Winchester, England, UK; Reference:
Angiican Bishops' Transcripts

Source Information

l\noesl?«‘com‘

Harmps firs, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921

[database on-iine]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc.,2023.
Original data: Anglican Parish Registers. Winchester, Hampshire, England:
Hampshire Archives and Local Studies.
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» William Gregory

Born in April 1798 in New Alresford, Hampshire. As stated earlier, he moved to Basingstoke as a youngster
to live with his uncle James and to learn the watch making trade. William was 28 when his uncle died, and he
served as one of the two executors for the estate and will. William inherited the house, property, and
business. The following year, on 6 Aug, in New Alresford, he married Mary Skinner and brought her back to
the Winchester Street house in Basingstoke.

Hampshire Chronicle & Southampton Courier
Winchester, Manday, March 20, 1826

BASINGSTOKE,
. M. GREGORY, Clock and Watch
Maler, Music Seller, §ec. retirns his sincere
thanks 'to the Nobility, Gentry, and the Public in
| general, for the numerous favours, during 2o long
{apériod, conferred upon bis Late Uscre, and
most reapectfully informs them that he intends to
earry on the concern; in all its branches, and trusts |7
that a residence of 15 vears with his deceased rola-
tive, and a perseverance in the same  constant
1| nttention to business, willensure him a continiance
1 of that preference which’ has hitherto been so
generally experienced. 4 [2635
Wedding and Ornamental Rings, Plate, Trinkets,
+{ &¢. sold and repaired. Old Gold and Silver hought,
Piano Fortes seld, tuned, or lef on hire,

==ty

[ =]

LA e b [ S S

ViFFRtAarT s frmen

William and Mary (Skinner) had three children: James (b. July 1828), William Jr. (b. 5 Sep. 1829), and Harriett
(b. June 1832). William Jr was baptized on 6 Dec 1829 at Christchurch, Basingstoke, England. William
continued the business — making watches, clocks, and selling musical instruments; I have no evidence that he
would have taught his wife any of the trade, but we know that he did teach his sons. Having said this, it
seems that clockmaking might have become less of a focus for the business; he trained his eldest son James to
work the clocks, while the next son William Jr would focus on watches. James would move out of the home
some time after 1851 and presumably took his skills as a “clockmaker” with him.

The image on the following page is from the Hampshire Advertiser and Salisbury Guardian of 16 Apr
1836. Note the comments that would have referred to William St as a watch maker.
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16 April 1836

——— L]

MINB R e Co.
BASINGNTOKE, Arri 16, |Cn
=#Nnuf weds, wnen & tuli Rouse is expeeted. =
The General Quarter Sessions for this town took
:'::T.:: lhp::t:{:m(. when John Taylor stood indicted for
A pair of stockings the property of Mr. Franeis
Moth, the grand Jury ignored the m"__';uonu Penn, for ?v.-
stealing part of a chine, the property of Christopher Edward N'
| | Lefroy, esq. the prisoner pleaded guilty —one mon'h’'s im. T:
prisonment and hard labour st Winchester,—John Aslett,
for stealing & watch the Property of Mr, Repouf. It appeared | 4
in evideace that the prisoner brought the watch o Mr. B.
Gregory, watch-maker, for sle, on the 17th of March lase ; J
he stated to Mr. Gregory that he bought it at & shop in the .,.l
High.street, Winchester, about four years ago, and that he ull
paid 3¢, 10s. or 3L, 1o, for it, Mr, Gregury oo examining D.’
ihe walch saw his private mark in the inside, which led him |~ 4
1o refer to his book, and there he discovered that it was g |
watch that he had repaired for Mr. Renout, fiveand | 20
®ix years ago, he told the man that the watch belonged to a :
person ia the town, and he weat in the next room and desired a1
his son L fetch Mr. Renouf, upon turn‘ng rousd he dis-| -
covered that the man was gooe, he followed, overtook and rut
oa

brought him back, he asked him what made him runaway he
s4id he did not know and appeared frightened, he afterwards
let him go away upon promising to call again In the after-
noon, but he did not call again, he had not seen him since
Ul he saw him in custody at the Town Hall on the day be
was itted at his ion the prisoner stated in his
defence, that he changed & watch of his with & pedlar at
Winchester fair aSout four years since for this watch and »
sovereign, the prisoncr brought no witoesses. The Jury
retired for about twenty mioutes aud returned s verdict of

LU R

Y -

-

It would seem that Gregory’s also sold lottery tickets. See the images below.

]1 (l (l l l) T T e saew sauvy @9 BUVEE B UTAWTL. ]
Hampshire Advertiser and Salisbury ; ¢
P. ) Ow&o{r%m&ﬂuuh th'vﬂun u
Guard 18 1834 LOTTE! or will be sanc- | K
suardian. Jan tioned by Parliament, must be all wh..n&
L | iasses occasioueu vy Ligning are mace gooa. : Cepaleg '-'.":.ur":'n other Brise will be & after |
U= oy CEaNEED . b Bllowiay. i
2| NEXT WEDNESDAY. , | e Sheme conang he olowing Capial ries | §
% 'I‘HE GLASGOW LOTTERY,|s & 1 o 10,000 - 10,000 g
¥ Authonised by Actof Parhiament, |t : { 3 w 3,000 :
- | Willbe drawnat COOPER'S HALL, intheCityof | ! § 17 1600 . Tew :
Loadon. ;I‘ W 1 1,500 ¥ 1500 a
On WEDNESDAY NEXT, n & i . - 30 e
e ‘I'he 220d of this Month, JANUARY. e b Besides othmdwo’ 2400, a0
| The SCHEME contains the following large Prizes, k' E mh"“"mlﬂhllﬂ ﬂ:ﬂﬂ,- g
" Lesides 1995 others of smaller amouant, :‘ Mu%%ﬁﬁ’ being Hg a small ﬂ
f £15,000....05. ... 415 E Schemes, w] may be
R 1 1 O 1+ © R T Tidkes [ ¥
bt by
e u g .
- " : 6™
l"l | 6 g
1
] ‘; i Parade §
n K High-et.
I 1] b l%. ‘
v drawu, sl | o-_y .}
o | Deducting only a small commission, as stated in the | 2 |
Schemes at large, which may be had, grats, at all the | * ! =
Otfices. The following Persuns are the authorised | @ | thy
Agents for the Sale of Tickets and Shares, » o
h HANTS. e %
Sournaseros..W. LOMER, Tea Dealer, 5, High St. | * | o
. N. FEGLEK, 151, Hueh Street i =
E. SHAKELL, Auctioneer 0 o
Mis. M. SIR +» Library 1
le H. BUCHAN, House Decocator, 139, | § PE
3 High Street ma
6 | ALrssrorp.... 1. Skinner, Post Office ? =
l ~Boyhnd, Perfumer; h Street ] L
L + G Mercer, Bookseller < =
oW, I(lim.'ory’; Watchmaker : ; *
¥ W. H. Smith, Auct Decorator, 159, High-
‘ x John Hal:rlnen..!::-mml:' :’ i am
G eencesds Be ~Booksel o -
2 | COMORT =212 1 cob and Johnson, Baoksellers ¢ Hampshire Telegraph and
5 }.“,’e,‘: L‘;f;);{,;:’fl)",;'c',“"" el Sussex Chronicle - 7 July 1834
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Alt Ref No

42Me6/112

Title

Assignment of martgage for residue of 500 year term, concerning property as detailed in 42M&6/89 (BRA 1473)

Date

5 Dec 1835

Description

(i) William Flower of Stantons Farm, Kingsclere, gent; John Hawkins of Welford, Berkshire, gent; Francis Cox of Aldermaston,
Berkshire, surgeon; executors of Letitia Dicker, late of Baughurst, widow, deceased, mortgagee, in 42M66/89

(i) William Moody of Basingstoke, pastry cook, mortgagor

(1) William Gregory of Basingstoke, watchmaker, new mortgagee

Alt Ref No

42MB6/113

Title

Bond: William Moody of Basingstoke, pastry cook, bound to William Gregory of Basingstoke, watch maker, to secure
repayment of mortgage, in 42M66/112, on 5 Jun 1836 (BRA 1473)

Date

5 Dec 1835

William may have become a church overseer, per the following announcement:”? With a couple of other
William Gregorys in the city at this time, I may be wrong about this and would welcome any further

elucidation.
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The image below is a watch made by William Gregory St, silver paired case, ploughing scene on dial, ¢.1842.
Owned by the Hampshire Cultural Trust.

This might be our William Sr, possibly serving on the town council, but further research is required to be
certain. Found in the Hampshire Advertiser, 8 Nov 1845.

ithing | {UVUZNT 1L POITIC [0 let Nim o for the present; upon whicn
ralked | the mob desisted and returned to the harbour. Since then
:d in | Summonses have been served on Thorne and several others,
s then | Who will appear on Tuesday.

smoke BAsSINGSTOKE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.—Mr. Charles
\ this | Webb, Mr. Thomas Dowus, and Mr. Edward Adams were
t their | Ye-elected; and Mr. Henry Downs, Mr. George William
1e my Leigh, and Mr. William Gregory were elected.

WINCHESTBR BOROUGH COURT.——(Before the Mayor and
Justices).

n that Edrqurd_i{abbc. _f(_)r stealing a riding cane, with silver ferrol, the

faw o

Berkshire Chronicle, 8 Nov 1845.

armoe | gIler 4 previous conviction. A presentwent was made by

carof | the Grand Jury respecting the revival of a court for the town suppl)

remarkabl
rphus very of small debts. B salt for (hz
il % g BASINGSTOKE e

3
.-+On the 1st inst. an election for six counciliors was held | ™"t °f 18,
iy of | #¢3he Town-hall, when Mr. Charles Webb, Mr. Thomas | 821 & Prop
r‘ o) “Downs, and Mr. Edward Adams, were re elected; and Mr. Q"'";" gf’
4 thy jHenry Dosns, Mr. George Wm. Leigh, and Mr. William | Which will
ke Gregory, were elected in the room of Mr.James Carter, . °n°od
' Mi. N. W, Green, and Mr. George Penton. ot i
ml" n Wednesday evening a boy was seriously injured on | ) founds
"z Y1 | onf common by the bursting of a serpent against his leg. Navas. 1
AT | Fears are entertained that he must suffer amputation. number of
Scome. | At a peity sessions held at the Town.hall, on Tuesday, | €0t Who
*DiRg | pefore the Mayor and town magistrates, police superin. | "IIIDg lo 8

?"' tendent Stepben Franklin was fined 15s., including costs, g:‘:
{2ou | Tor assauliing David Tubb; and Thomas Dormer appeared ord

asd to an information exhibited against him for letting off fire-
iuely '°f" in the streets, but was dismissed from an error in
j ‘ the® the iébtu-dom Thus, it
pated [ 1 WAI LINGFORD. o, 500, &
what | Mywicrear Comeomatios Acr.—On Soturday last an | limited to t

whole eleeti ELEcTRIC
sneng | 2081100 took place fos four counciliors in this borough, |, .. o
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A side note of a journeyman worker — “a watch maker, in the employ of Mr. Gregory” — for William

Gregory... Mr. Joseph Sansom. There is very little evidence of employees outside of the family members in
the business, so this is certainly of interest.

The Hampshire Independent
Sat. Aug. 12, 1848

most uninitiated.
BoroucH Perry Sessions.—Joseph Sansom, a watch
maker, in the employ of Mr. Gregory, for an asssult on
Thomas Smith, hntilo«l of the Hut public.-house, on the
Cliddesden road, on the lst instant, was fined 16s. penalty
and costs.—John Clark, of Worting End, labourer,
w-%ua-hdlmudnnuah monies,
property of Mr. Edward Hutchins of that place, on
night oItbe 5th instant. It appeared that Clarke
into the cottage of the prosecutor about half-
evening, for the purpose of | his pipe,
| latter aslvep in a chair,

from his pocket.
: m::ﬂnnboﬂuhov. the
i admitted the theft, but
i | on the table, and took it only for a lark;
l.
: M:nnnmmn CoanN Manxsr.—Wheat, 46s. to

3
it

i
!

I
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£
2
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By the start of 1850, William had relocated the business a couple of rods down Winchester St, which is
believed to be the continued location until the early 20" century and the end of the business.?

NOBEWAS MAWII VR RWUW AW —ry 1

January 3, 1850, P - =
CHANGE OF RESIDENCE
W. GREGORY, BB,
e | WATCH MAKER, SILVERSMITH. JEWELLER
g AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENT SELLER,
y

BASINGSTOKE, ‘
ETURNS his sincere thanks to those ladiet
- and gentlemen, and the gublic geasrally, who ‘::
U vupported him an many years iu the ahors businest, b
% | begs to apprize them that b has REMOVED f%
b | late residence, to o housefin Winchester street, by
¥ | opposite the Post Office, Basingatake, where he !"":f‘--
strict attention and moderste charges, to merit 8
tnuanees of thelr Invours. o
_|  N:B. Pisno Fortes tuned und kept for sale of 3 €55
jr | moderate terms, el
wATmIR A Aavwm Ar i oo nmRiRs

On 24 July 1850, a pledge was signed by a collection of locals in the “North Hants of Hampshire, England”,
addressing a desire to "promote and supportt a fair for the sale of wool, to be held annually at Basingstoke".
Among the signers was William Gregory of Basingstoke.”

In the 1851 census covering Basingstoke, Hampshire, William is listed as head of household at 54 Winchester
St. Born in “Hampshire, Alresford” and 58 yrs of age, watch maker, the house also had Mary, wife, 57, also
from “Alresford”. Then there was 22 yr old son James, a clockmaker; William, 21, watch maker; 18 yr old
daughter Harriett; and house servant 18 yr old Ann Martin. William Sr. employed “one man”,'® which would
be besides family members. Perhaps it was still Joseph Sansom.
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William is also listed in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G.
Press LTD, London|: “GREGORY, William. Basingstoke. 1830-1867.”

On 9 Jan 1855, son William Jr. married Sarah Ann Pelton of Basingstoke!! and she moved into the
Winchester house/shop with her new in-laws. She would take up watchmaking and become patt of the

family business.!?

This a couple of years later, and referred to in the Berkshire Chronicle of 24 January 1857, a robbery of two
Gregory pocket watches occurred. I think that it would be interesting if numbers 262 and 1457 should turn

up in someone’s collection today!

vious years, ma

Rossery.—The inhsbitants of this town have mot | oth
been alarmed by any case of garotting as yet, but we | “N
have had something approaching to it, for on Saturday | Ki
night last two watches were stolen from the persons of | I «
two men on the road leading to the South Western | fou
Railway Station, by a female who came into this town | was
from Reading about six o'clock the same evening. She | pre
was & stout well-dressed woman, about 30 years of age, | of |
and left, with two men in her company, the public-house | thr
called “ The Cat,” at Turgis, about four o'clock. They | it i
gll three rode into Basingstoke in the brewer's waggon, | lett
and left here the same evening. One is 8 silver watoh, (
maker, William Gregory, Basingstoke, Nos. 262 aud | his
1457 ; the other is an old-fashioned silver watch, maker | in 1
Hamilton, No. 480. We are in hopes that the police are | live
on their track. J

The dirastars of the London and South Western Rail- | mis

And then this...13

A sitting of the Southampton County Court was
held on Tuesday last, before C. J. Gale, Esq. Judge.
There were 123 plaints entered, and 24 summonses
after judgment. The judgment summonses were
taken first, and seven or eight defendants were com- |
mitted to gaol for periods varying from 14 to 40 days
for not complying with the orders of the Court.

Yon v. Gregory.—A plaint to recover 15s 6d for the
repairs of a watchi in 1854, Mr. Leigh, for the defendant,
said part had been paid to the plaintiffi’s assistant, who was
now at sea, and 5s, the balance, had been paid into Court.
A bill was produced containing a different charge for the
same item from what appeared on plaintifi’s book. Plaintiff
was nonsuited. i )

AWl A S A

-

In the Berkshire Chronicle of 3 January 1857, a report was printed regarding a burglary of some valuable
antique coins. The accused fenced the coins, one of which was to William Gregory, who would give

testimony in court to this effect.
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—— i : B =
of Spain. The two other pieces produced by William
KINGSCLERE ?EDTH;ESSIONS‘ i Barber are of the reigns of ch-;i&s the Second n.t:t:
= George the Third. T slso mi er coins from |
:(M-E'M“MI.E'M |l'ho§qm) a same box, and & bottle of grape wine from the cellar.—
mever knew hi p.:::;,bnt,nsmmﬂadinmm g: pnsoninbo: qnm'n:erthm'on mwm“:ie !
2 ut &
Mfﬁm“ﬁ‘ﬁ"‘h{;‘“m’mﬁm h go slong the road near the prosecutor's house, Witness | !
d%m”m mﬂpmhﬁlﬁm]d,-g spohmmquswz::pum;hem :
name Speen, brought going in & con direction house.—
::dnv.mww w.m%ad Sydwon- |3, | Willism Gregory, silversmith, of Basingstoke, gave evi- | !
mmwndhmy s presmanid [ dence as to purch one of the coins of the prisoner | |
mm”% it % in = | for 4s. 3d. on Tuesday, the 23d Dec. The coin was of |1
Sydmonton Common, on mnwﬂ-'“ tolook | the reign of Charles of Spain, and is the one now pro- |1
Butler,s labourer on the estate; “Fmt’w“a. & | duced by the witness Barber. Gave it to Barber about |1
mm."’?‘“"&';“’”}: made such ey an hour sfter the prisoner had left my shop, This wit- |1
Jjust st this time m ’msmmwuedm&ymﬂu ness identifiel the prisoner as the party selling him the
w- .:;3"“&' ﬁma in 8 tree: he hada |® - | coi- Loten another silversmith of Ba- | |
bill-bosk 2 bis baud, and had cut the holly and otber | % AR SEst o prinonier B P e B e
in : im. and took what be | = s | eboat nine o'clock on Tuesday morning, when he asked | ¢
shrabs produced. wh@‘fo nd took what %@ | es s, | witness to buy a_coin of George the Third; bought t, | i
‘had cut away. ‘The guantity shown iy nitoh | & ® q:}dg::e the prisoner 3s. 4d. forit. Placed it in oneof | 1
sisted of the top of & young yew tree ndwnodonbt o- | bis drawers in 2 box.—Catherine Barter, 8 widow, of |
of holly, &¢., to fill a donkey cart, sy [ Basingstoke, proved that the prisoner came to her “eat-
NWMMNMMM eal® = ing-house” and bought three pennyworth of victusls; he
the various shops in Newbary, whi "‘"“d& % |© | tendered what she thought was a five shilling piece, and
with : | in penalty » | shegave him the change, 4s.9d. Afterwards sent the |}
mage 6d., and costs 4s., to be paid in 9wmof % . |piece to be examived, snd it turned out to bebad. |
Bosoranx ar Tapuex.—Thomes Cripps, 180005 0 | of 3 | Marked it-and geve it to the witness Horan on the fol- | ¢
‘Tadley, who M.Mmugiw n lowing dey.—William Barber, & police-constible of the | ¢
‘but who is at present = candidate only in the [ Hants Coostebulary stationed st Bsughurst—as very | g
trip across the herring pond, was brought up in the | y | clever officer, who has upon various occasions shown |
custody of mmwwﬂ {eloniously dmm e . | much'scuteness in working up cases of felony in bis dis- |
into and stesling from ihe Wﬁesm Dec. s | € s | trict and to whom great praise is due for bis indefatige- | ]
Hasker, farmer, of Tadley, on o The | ble exertions in searching for the prisoner and stolen |
wﬂf dlmmu:ﬁ- o Owh o property in this case—geve evidence of nnususl length, | ¢
of Spain, Charles i mtheam‘oﬂi the most importent parts of which we can only find | ¢
Third of England, also other monies, 5 "‘:‘ s room for. He stated that on Sundsy esening 21st Dec.,
18s,,’a bottle of wine, and part of a mest pie, “““, | | about five o'clock, he first received information of this | ¢
of which it is WW% Tast T|™ robbery—went to the house—found s pane of glass in | ¢
the house—William Hasker said: On Sunday e s, 1] window broken. From information zeceived he went | (
left my house about half-past two OMI e her Jook |8 3 |toprisoner on the nextday where he was at work, asked | 5
mnoon; my housckesper left with me. “"m‘ B e | him what time he wentby Mr. Hasker’s, on Suudasy after- | ¢
the door. Wa'ﬂﬂ!“mﬂmm‘“‘mﬂﬂm down, | ® I |mnoon? Prisoner said “about half-past three.” Asked |t
and found the window mk the house. Examined | & 5| him if he (prisoner) met any one? Said “mno Asked | j
Thought scme one had been had been opened, snd one of © s | him (prisoner) if he noticed Mr. Hasker's house? And |}
& buresuin ﬁem‘: ‘disturbed. There | S | be said “Yes, I noticed the window shutter was put to.” | §
the drawers left ¢ wmwm! can. | # - | On Tuesdey went to Basingstoke, met prisoner, sbout | ¢
‘Was SOME money &OMIBI“ Elliott W’ 1il® one o'clock, coming from the direction of Mr. aory's
| mot sey exactly how much.—! On Sunday siternoon I | 2 > shop. Prisoner ssid * what brought you here.” I said
am 1o prosecutor. | 1 locked the door of 31 it | <J don't know.” Went to Mr. Gregory's and enquired if
went to chapel with ﬂ!w' Sod the doorandwent | D | be had bought any old coins, be said he had, and gave 1
‘the house. 0“".“”3“[”- the house has been |© b | me the one L now produce, dated 1679. Subseguently | I
in. Master said, “ 1 mﬂuhﬁﬁgmwm Y - | wentto Mr. Hillier's and in his absence I received a |1
robbed.” I went up stairs, &nd | hed been tsken |2 & | coin from Mrs. Hillier. Afterwards saw Mr. Hillier who |
found three old five m.w’d 1 e | identified it as the piece he had purchased of the pri- | I
‘away. M!!;O:u The produced by Mr. Ho- | 2 il aoxlm',this pibeltge isddsted 13‘31: thenmetwi:;hanozhsgt &
which were piece Third ¥ | police constable and deseri prisoner to him, wish- | I
mhluﬂmwdmmdmm 5 | ing bim to be on the look-out and watch his movements. | t
d | Soon after T saw the prisoner in custody and then told |1
1- | him the charge agsinst him was that of breaking into | §
¥y | Mr. Hasker's house and stealing mbnies to the amount | {
it | of £1 18s., likewise three five-shilling pieces and some |t
@ | old eoins, a botls of wine, and & part of ahogmeat pie. | ¥
€ | The prisoner made no reply.—Superintendent Edmund
& | Horan produced the coin he received of the witness Mrs.
1- | Barter, dated 1777, and stated that whilst in the cell at | ,
i | Kingsclere, the prisoner made 8 voluntary statement to |1
i@ | witness, the effect of which was to implicate another 1
g | person in the robbery and that the prisoner found the |1
iy | eoins under the hedge, but Police-constable Barber stated | !
e. | that he had heard as much, at Tadley, and 2ad made = | !
id | stract investigation of the mstter, and more than that a 1
1e | dozen people were ready to prove thet the party named |
ly | by the prisoner was never near the spot during any part
of | of the day when the robbery took place. Prisoner in re- 1
18 | ply to usual caution declined to say anything, and was i
ir | committed to take his trial at the next quarter sessions | ¢
at Winchester. Prisoner had not been home many days, | !
8- | heving suffered & term of imprisonment at Winchester, | i
of | for stealing a parcel of drapery from & curt on the high- | 1
5, | way, between Basingstoke and Pamber, on the 19th Sep- |
of | tember last, belonging to Sarah West of Tadley, widow.
tf —m—m— — —
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William Sr died on 8 June 1860. He was buried four days later in Basingstoke, South View Cemetery: formerly
known as Holy Ghost Cemetery. His will was proven on 12 August with the executors being his widow Mary
and her brother Thomas Skinner. The business head was now William Jr.

i | Allen, of Alton, Hante. . Zrm
g o . A lon
1 On the lst inst. at Kirby House, Berks, Eliza, wife of John o ui¢
v Butler, Esq. aged 67. the p
f On the lst inst. at the Crescent, Windsor, Thos. Pullen Ward, ‘,‘\";
| Esq. aged 55, late of Winkfield-lodge, Winkfield, Berks. bond!

f On Sunday, at his residence, near Southampton, John Jenkins Aid
_ | Louey, Esq. Lieutenant R.N. aged 76. tO‘ >
1 On Tuesday, at Seend, Wilts, Rev. George Wm. Daubeny, L.L.B- (‘ha.in
| eldest son of the late Archdeacon Daubeny, in his 76th year. 1 the C
On the 24th April, at Secunderabad, of cholera, Bathurst Fortes- G 1

cue Schomberg, aged 22, Lieut. 49th Madras N.I. second son of J. ‘_0 A

T. Schomberg, Esq. of 81, Eccleston-square, London, and Seend, ¢S 6d

in the county of Wilts. . toma
On the 31st May, Mary Frances, the beloved wife of Lovel Byass, Th

Esq. of Cuckfield | T
On Saturday, at Reading, Harry, second son of Heary and Sophia ues
Hume Adams, aged 17 years. Alzo on Tuesday, Alexander Lamona, = Senio
eldest son of the above, aged 21, exam

| On Wednesday, in Denzil-place, Southampton, in ber 67th year, | Tuto
| Susan Lydia, wife of John T. Duffell, Esq. Paymaster R.N. and of bend
! the Royal Mail Steam-packet Company.

B e D B e e MUY .

1 On Wednesday, at her residence, Southover, near Lewes, Mrs. not b
, . Mary Barrow, widow of John lhrrnu Esq. late of Davies-street, Th
; | Berkeley-square, Londo last ¢
b Y, at his residence, Staunton Lodge, land, | town

ts, Mr. Anthony Fox, aged 73, late of Hobart- town, Tasma

> Yesterday (Friday), aged 62 years, Mr. William Gregory, watch-
maker, silversmith, &ec. of Winchester-street, Basingstoke.

l, e 28th ult, at the Library, Bognor, Mary Binstead, a, | Tg
PR On Sunday Raskanloce Christohnred T7-in his E‘)th on
| year, Mr. John \orlh formerly officer of Ll(‘ht‘ '»!\c
it | On Sunday, in Southgate-road, Winchester, Gertrude Frances | Chap
Morrella, aged 22 years. !and 1
& | Yesterday morning, at 8t. Cross, Winchester, aged 54, Mr. Wm. up ti . .
y N R e T et Skt | ap Hampshire Chronicle, 9 June 1860.
= Jac
. order. | WILLIAM GREGORY, Deceased. Wi

LL Persons having any Claim or Demand against = Cat
sergeant | L\ the Estate of the late WILLIAM GREGORY, of Basing-  usu

stoke, Watchmaker and Siiversmith, are requested imme- 1
- diately to forward particulars of the same to Mrs. Mary = g
ER, Gregory, Widow, of Basingstoke, Executrix, or to Mr. T. Bo;
pTORs. | Skinner, Executor, of Alresford, in order to their being dis-

charged, if found to be correct. And all Persons indebted
to the said Estate are hercby required to pay their several M€

opies of | Debts without delay. of t
osted on | MARY GREGORY, Executrix, I tral
il Times | THOMAS SKINNER, Executor. 1
169 can- Basingstoke, July, 1860, L givt
ked first ‘ o - ——— Col
and, on "

WILLIAM GREGORY, ' Tra

pots, «
r to the WATCHMAKER AND SILVERSMITH, @ wmea
zamins- WINCHESTER STREET, BASINGSTOKE, L)
ETURNS thanks to the Inhabitants of the town bee
ts esta- and its vicinity, for the patronage so liberally conferred of €
ses, and | o his Father, and respectfully solicits a continuance of  the
lopment | their favours, which he assures them will at all times receive | T
his best attention. Ass

! A

Public ad/call-in for estate of William St.: The Hampshire Chronicle, 14 July 1860. This is an unusual
advertisement in that Gregorys doesn’t really seem to have placed ads in the various newspapers at all. At
least not that I have been able to dig up after hours of scouring the digitized journals. There are other watch
makers/sellers who do throughout the 19t century, but not our people, it seems.
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3. | Lumett, Solicitors, U3, Uhancery Lane, in the County of Mid-
‘g;i mmmam’md hotel. ; '
:ml ALFRED HALL, Chief Clerk.

BASINGSTOKE, HANTS.

VALUABLE FREEHOLD BUSINESS PREMISES
| AND PRIVATE RESIDENCES.
ESSRS.NICHOLS & SON are instructed by
the Trustees for Sale under the will of the late llr
William Gregory, to Sell by Auction, mtbeeuiy part of the

ES,
2%
o
ensnmmonﬂ: the above desirable Fueho , in the most
fed nhmon:;ﬁ:themof md
Farther particulars appear in future in the
o mean time may be had of Messrs. Prickett & , Solicitors,
181Y | and of the :
tof
and
wes
B,
talw

X 8 /
? it et e 1 gl ki it

22nd June, 1861.

KNOWL HILL FARM, HURLEY, BERES, |AF
— —.ZIVB and DEAD FARMING STOCE. Berkshire Chronicle, 22 June 1861.

Probated property!* Widow Mary is listed as “head of household” in the 1861 census.

j The Will
14 19 August.
GREGORY Willlain. gof William Gregory late of Basingstoke in t;le
Effects under £3,000. County of Southampton Sl]v:;.tsmlth e~
0
8
o WILLS. 1861.

eeased who died 8 June 1860 at Basingstoke
aforesaid was proved at Winchester by the
oaths of Mary Gregory of Alresford in the
said County Widow the Relict and Thomas

Skinner of the same place Gentleman the
Executors.
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» William Jr.

As mentioned above, William Jr (25) married Sarah Ann Penton (23) on 9 January 1855,!> moving her into
the household. When her father-in-law died five years later, Sarah appears to have become the business
driver; William Jr appears to have had lingering health issues, although I do not have information as to what
he was suffering from. I conclude that he relied heavily upon his wife along with whatever possible but as yet
not documented apprentice/worker to operate the business during his last years. Widow Mary doesn’t appeat
to have been the one to take over the business and may have been content to be the family matriarch.
William Jr and Sarah had six children: Sarah Ann — called “Annie” (b. 18506), Harriett — called “Hartie” (b.
Oct 1857. She went on to marry Arthur James Lear with no known children), William Skinner (b. 1859,
bap.1¢ 30 Dec 1859), James (b. 1861 and died 4 days later), Thomas Skinner (b. 1863 and died aged 4 yrs), and
Charles (b. 1866 and lived but 10 days).!” Please see the Gregory Genealogy in the 3d section. There also
doesn’t appear to be a worker listed in subsequent census returns, so perhaps it was family-only by this point.
Clockmaking seems to have left the immediate family business; where William Jr’s brother James wound up, 1
have been unable to ascertain. I suspect that he continued the clockmaking aspect of the business, though.

saves
vhich BIRTH.
Jan. 8, at Streatham, the wife of the Rev. Walter Field, of
& son.
;‘::: Jan. 6, at Westbury Chlmlll.grﬁ Broom: Pinlg‘ of ¥
an. 6, r. e
ad of Calne, surgeon, to Anna Mari 0 of hl
Johu Davis, Esq., of Blllb:l;,“ Oi‘:mw e 2
of Jsn. 6, at St. James's Church, the Lord of
0 al- | Tondon, the Lord Bishop of Gibraltar, to Eleanor Jave, C
nsols daughter of Colonel Fraser, of Castle Fraser, N.B.
13 i. Jan. 6, at St. Mary's Church, Winkfield, Edward, second
irned | son of Henry Budd, Esq., of Russell , London, to 1
14 2. | Elizabeth, el daughter of Lieut. lollia‘:.
snts., | _Jan. 8, at Basingstoke Church, by the Rev. James Blatch .
Ex- | vicar, Mr. Francis Woodeock, of London, cheese-factor, to
Miss Ann Ji of Winchester-street, Basingstoke.
Jan 8, at St. Giles's Church, , by the Rev.J.C.
o Grainger, Mr, John Lane, to Mrs. Eliza Mitchell.
» 80 Jan. 9, at Kensington Church, the Rev. J. Thom
M_.A., Second Master of Christ's Hospital, to Caroline &i.:i:: 1
eldest daughter of John Merriman, Esq., of Kensington.
Jan. 9, at Kensingtun, the Rev. T. Lawrence, of Hanover ¥
Villas, Kensington Park, to Rebecca, daughter of W. Har-
107 | court, Esq., LL.D., of Notting-hill,
=== | Jan.9, at Basingstoke Church, by the Rev. James Blatch,
vicar, William, second son of Mr. William G , of Win- ]
—— | chester-street, Basingstoke, jeweller, to Sarah, mmm- 1
of Mr. Charles Penton, of Church street, Basi baker. . . .
Jan. 10. at Thatecham Chnreh by tha Rev. William Hickev. = Berkshire Chronicle, 13 Jan 1855 See the marriage

announcement at the bottom, Jan. 9, at Basingstoke Church...
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Pacish [or Township] of | ., LI Municipal Ward of | Purliamentary Borough of Towa of Hamlet or Tything, ke, of | Eeclesistiel Distict of
e ; %u-n 7,4/;22
s Street, &e., and Surname of each Relation .| Ageof 3 . i s
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() ot~ Cye | o2 Nltes Wk VSt < /5/{,,. ,/,,Z
VT it LR Borgat <o\ e | Zzsoc Y 7 C - g uu_..u_ )
4 2o Siwi | il XK -
' Py w3 I/
Total of Ecuses...| J . | ’ Total of Males and Females /8 ‘
. . Top —Sheet D.
FUSLIC RICOND OFFICE = 0
T3 9 Y '] BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHIC-
T " R (‘ q‘ vos ALY WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE
TATMMTHITLAS B PUBLC OPRCE. LONDON

Above is the return for the 1861 census in England lists Mary, 68, as “head of household” and “watch
maker’s widow” at the Winchester St shop/house. Her son, 31 yr old William (Jt), is a watch maker. His
wife, 29 yr old Sarah is not listed with a profession, and for the children there is Sarah (Jr), age 5, listed as a
“scholar” or student; 3 yr old Harriott; 1 yr old William Skinner; house servant Sarah Brown, age 18.18

William Jr died on Monday, 5 Dec 1870, age 41, 18 months after his father.!” He was buried seven days later
in Basingstoke — South View Cemetery: formerly known as Holy Ghost Cemetery.2

=

BURIALS in the Parish of _/Dacis 2925
in the County of “/r‘h%t)'%ﬁﬁ/

3 >
in the \mlﬂ/d

\ Alode. | When b

By whem be Coremnnny
was perlonmed

ol | Age

v [
Mo Sty Pl To | ec: | 55 irtpfirumd
p :‘,;.,./,-,{. L 3 Ueer| (Lrorels
| ll'(u\ Lol il i, 4/ Lo Artewnd]
villiam Gazrr . i
v F ppwiphte /2 Y| biwale
INu, 420
07 Jtatiuoie (Geacd Lut ”(- g z»:‘%mé
Z ("V ‘//m fiw: ks Suidle . /’ é‘./“’ [M‘
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The Hampshire Chronicle, Southampton and Isle of Wight Courier, 10 Dec. 1870...

y DIED.
iy Og the 234 ult. at Louth, in Lincolnshire®from an inju
. caused by a fall from a carriage, GrorGe T. anum of 9, h'
s, | drop-crescent, Campden.road, N. son of the late Thomas Wool
sencroft Bowcr, of Winchester Co llege, aged 62

On Tuesday, at U ‘unn-strew. Newport, Isle of Wight, Mr.
Ricuarp Sty HEARN, aced 65

On the 20¢th inst. at “nuhmtor, Evtzapere Jaxe Giesos,

i gr-md«laughter of James Hodgson, Esq. of Belmont, Hessie,

On Monday, in Winchester-street, Banin;.'stnk-., after a long
illness, Mr. WiLt1ad Guesory, watchmaker aud jeweller, second

son of the late Mr. William Gregory, aged 39,

t  LEoxaun Cl'xnn:, Esq. of tlm Mnuor !louzse. Tunbridg‘ Weils,
and fourth daughter of the late Gen, Sir Jawmes Hay.

On Sunday, at his residence, Spring-grove, Isleworth, HExgy
d Broxam, late of the Parade, Portsmout
p On the 24 inst. at Bury, after a long lllneoa, Wirretan Foster

Reading Mercury, 25 March 1871

DURUINE, MBICH Zi8L, 10/ 1.

| ESTATE OF WILLIAM GREGORY, DECEASED.
'| A LL PERSONS having any CLAIM

the ESTA'I‘B of the late WIL IAM GREGORY, of
| Basingstoke, Hants, Watch Maker and Jeweller, are re-
quested to SEND PARTICULARS THEREOF to Saraum
ANN GREGORY OF Basingsroxs, Hants.—All Persons
INDEBTED to the Estate are desired to PAY the Amonnt
of their Debts without delay to Sarah Ann Gregory,
tratrix.—March the 22nd, 1871.

TWENT BV TINTAN

- e
APy ®0Q T g

Mother Mary seems to have left Winchester St at this point, moving to live with her widowed daughter
Harriett Bullions in Lambeth, London, England until her death on 14 January 1873. See the Gregory
Genealogy in part 3.

25


mailto:JosMorn@aol.com
https://ussconnecticut1799.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/William-Jr-Obit.png

Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026. JosMorn@aol.com All rights
reserved. 10 Forest Glen Rd. Old Saybrook, CT. 06475 USA

» Sarah Ann Gregory

Upon her husband’s death, widow Sarah continued the business. Some records list her as S.A. Gregory —
Basingstoke, which you’ll see below. While the conventional view of watchmakers in history being done by
male craftsmen, it seems more realistic to my experience in other fields that women did indeed work in this
tield, even if societal convention might expect the face of the business to be her male counterpart. Perhaps
being the widow of a local watch maker gave extra clout to continue on her own. In any event, the census of
1871 clearly states that Sarah Ann Gregory worked as a watch maker in her own right.

The undermentioned Houses nre situate within the Boundarics of the s Tos
«Givil Purish L o] e Lot ! T—— Town of Vitg-or- o oo | g ot | o0l
» ,‘/fﬁ/(.cluul’/ i . ‘/fz&wfﬁ/fé -1-///1
No®t | BOAD, BTRNEY, da .'3:?3%05 HAME and Sunae of ach | UGN | con. | AGE Ttank, Profosslon, or 0CCUPATION WIIERD HORN
Nehedule | #wnd No, or WAME of HOUSE Iu: ‘u W-;?“Ifi:', amily e . ‘
o inediaatnSSteet| | | Qe GAvmdea. | Siaves | Bndp _«in({i' -'J&uhaz_na_eé.ulgml._ Manﬂ.@.uﬂi(ﬁ;
|\ el M Meatiee [fnbeeny 88| G} | A periery. smeteni....
Zoo| —___#e | Z| _Vtonabi.ct fiegery { Mear). | 1| . A i T — Alorsste. L enssisgeat oA
R 7 AR LA e 75 4 M S got
Gale I 7 P P | s PR K
A I SRR [N i ST RN 8. o). ] 77 E v > - 2
K B B bt | st o o |\ oGtiierat Sarar s Pl ‘ Paattesy
[0/ .:]T_—: (L U Gt Lica ... e Lo\l |- fantbencumnc Dealer) d ’
B ) i Jeviel okt B2 |adtctlial 22, | ye 2 v
/02 _._....‘.ﬂ...”_.—_.——A y.AJ) KW .':_L_/ﬁ;.z_a.tmé.;ffelj v Slead| 277\ ‘7‘& __(4;_;[:(&1_ MAZMM 1 e 142 /«4-
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Detéu"‘l;frorn the 1871 Census?!

The Winchester Street house/shop had Sarah Ann Gregory as head of household and watch maker. The
children were Sarah Ann (Jr) age 15, Harriett age 13, and William Skinner age 11; all “scholars”, or students.
There was also an 18 yr old house servant, Mary A Mear.

It appears that there was a property on Winchester St that belonged to the Gregorys (or recently purchased
by) in addition to their home/shop, for in April 1876, Sarah decided to evict the renter/shopkeeper, W.
Hudson — stationer, for damages done to said property.?

i *The Registrar of Births and Deaths, | &
« War St. Mary’s District.
g | Castle-street, 12¢h April, 1876, B
A —
. Cola. M
m"‘!r BASINGSTOKE . : r"
. ¥ | Cousry Counr. The monthly sitting of this | b
St mers te B veky Tow plngs down
(' The . Judge. ere were ew wn
Brian ; | for learing, and these were of an uu&'mhrmd o
m of little interest. The only case of auy importance was | p!
thut of Hudson ¢. Gregory, which was a claim of 52, by | &
string | Mr: W. Hudson, stationer, &o., of Winchester-street, in | in
L thix town, for gau 6 &o., in premises il lutely oe- | N
T Whie | Eupied by him, againt Mre. Gregory, his uext door neigh- | 2
o the | e, who had taken the w3, but who hed ﬂveu I
otnd, | pleintiff notice to leave, Defendant admitted the clsim,
h‘:‘ ‘| but pleadad & set-off of 27 16x, 6d. for damage done to'| M
08 | sramises, and paid the differenca into Conrt, The Judge | b
d allowed the set-off, and gave a vardiot for the defen lant, | 8
'nday | str. Ohandier appoared for pluintiff, and Mr, Evs. of | G
.Boty;l Alilerahot, for defendant. w
'] Spruiing Bee.—Another of these nonular enver-
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Ten years later, the 1881 Census lists Sarah Ann as a “jeweler”, which I find to have been a term used
’; a major source of confusion. In our era, we see a
clear distinction, but perhaps then not so much a difference.?

interchangeably with “silversmith” and “watch maker’
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The above is the detail from the 1881 Census, showing that the house/shop was numbered as “No. 14

Winchester Street”.

(Had they moved the shop? Or had the house numbers been changed? Other evidence

show that the shop had been at 5 Winchester St since the days that James owned and ran the business. Ot

perhaps #14 is mislabeled?). Sarah Ann Gregory, 48, head of houschold and a “jeweler”.

Daughters Sarah

Ann, 25, and Harriott, 23, have not married and live at home, as does William Skinner, 21. William S. is listed

also as a “jeweler”,

and will take on the business in his own right. There is also house servant: Alice Bourne, 14.

and we know with further information that he has learned watch making from his mother

Based upon data found below, I think that Sarah trained her children in watchmaking to assist in the family
business. You will see that William Skinner continued as the head of the business, but daughter Sarah
appears to have worked in the shop, too. To what level of her participation was, I do not know.

Sarah appears in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G. Press
LTD, London|: “GREGORY, Mrs. S. A. Basingstoke. 1878

UK, City and Count&f

ureenwoo

Directories, 1766-1946: En,
ATLNUT M, A.y LL.D,, F.G,

boys’ boarding & preparatory school,
Flaxfield collegc
GregorySarah Ann(Mrs. ), watch maker,
Winchester street
Gregory Stph.The Victory p.12. Essex rd

Hailstone Cornelius, eart & waxgon

gland Hampshire, Basingstoke. 7885 Kelly s Directory

In communication with Debbie Reavell of the Basingstoke Heritage Society, the north side of Winchester St

location was The Crown Inn entrance surviving as Joice’s Yard. The current business there is Spotlight UK
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Charity Shop. Below is a photo of the Gregory shop taken for the 1887 Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria;
note that this would be affer William Str. had moved the shop property in 1850.

—

e
&y

a—

R

the very same shop today: Thank you, Richard Arnold. May 2026
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The 1891 Census 24
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Sarah, age 58, is still listed as a “watchmaker” and is still head of household. Daughter Sarah Ann — called
“Annie” here, age 35, and daughter Harriott — called “Hartie”, age 33, still live at home. William S., 31, is also
listed as “watchmaker”. No house servant listed.

By the 1901 census, it is clear that mother Sarah, 68, has retired.?> Harriott had married and gone, but Annie,
44, and William S. 40, are still in residence, with William listed as “jeweler’” and now the head of the business.
Sister Harriott married Arthur James Lear on 11 February 1895, moving to a house on Beaconsfield Road,
while other sister Sarah (Annie) appears to have never married. Please see the Gregory Genealogy in Part 3.

Ward of Munieipal Borough Rural Diskriot Pers
e ke ' ;
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The following year, Sarah died at home, age 69, of pneumonia on 12 December 1901,26 and is buried with her

husband in the South View Cemetery,?” grave G151 (Also known as Holy Ghost Cemetery or Basingstoke
Old Cemetery) in Basingstoke.

GAUZNIET OI SV U IAUNTY UGN, Wa rworenp -

stoke.
DEATHS.

Grroory.—On December 12th, at Winchester
street, Basingstoke, from pneamonia, Sarah
Ann, widow of the late William Gregory.

Strvens.—On the :2-1l3keeunhr. at Upton Grey,
David Stevens, years.

Tasckuan.—On the 17th December, at his resi- | 4

England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995: Gregory, Sarah Ann. 13
Mar 1903 probate.

1 DUNVEHIUET WOULIEIGES VW IHIRI W Tegory COMmImercial-travelier Nimects £33 ¥s,

GREGORY Sarah Ann of Basingstoke Hants widow died 12 December 1901 Administration London 18 March to

- Sarah .
spinster Effects £42 5s, 9d. SRR Grogory
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» William Skinner Gregory and sister Sarah Ann (Jt, or “Annie”)

William S. was merely 10 when his father died. His mother, Sarah, kept up the business and was even cited as
a local watchmaker in her own right. In 1881, William S. was 21 and cited as a jeweler and watchmaker, still
in residence with his mother at the Winchester St house & shop. Upon his mother’s death in 1901, he
assumed control of the business. William Skinner never married. According to a newspaper announcement
of the passing of his sister Annie, she had apparently been an active business partner in greater or lesser
capacity during her life. She had also never married.

Harriett “Hartie” had married on 11 February 1895 to a local solicitor, Arthur James Lear. They lived at 29
Beaconsfield Rd in Basingstoke. It was a quieter area of the city from the bustle of Winchester St. On 24
August 1897, while away on business, Arthur was hit by a train while crossing the tracks and killed instantly.
They had no children from their three years of marriage, and Hartie’s siblings were invited to come stay at the
Beaconsfield Rd home.

In April 1902, William filed a complaint: On 20 March, William “jeweler of Winchester Street” had won three
lots at auction, which included some catpentet's tools, some galvanized iron sheets, and a workbench, from a
carpenter who was supposedly going out of business. William paid for the goods the following day, to be
delivered to the Beaconsfield Road house. However, most of the won goods were not to be found. A police
investigation found that they had been taken back by the original owner and "hidden". The magistrate found
the defendant guilty, fining him 2, seven days imprisonment, and presumably the goods were handed over to
William.28
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He be- mont|
ir chil- T with  Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke News - Saturday 07 October

By the 1911 Census, ? all three siblings are officially living at the 29 Beaconsfield Road house that Harriott
had shared with her husband until his death. All are listed as “private means”, so I surmise that they are
retired. There are a few mentions of “Wm. Gregory” participating in the local church, although no further
details to clearly indicate that it is our man.
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With no children to leave the business to, William S and sister Annie decided to shutter the watchmaket’s
shop and retire. In June 1907, the Gregory siblings put up the Winchester Street properties for sale. This is
the evidence that the 1850 location, where the family business would be until the end, was indeed at 5 - 7
Winchester St.

BAB!!IGS'I'OI!.
The ‘finest position in the Town.
Notice of Sale of the
Valuable FREEHOLD PROPERTY,

Muthnmuodlusmm
STREET, RASINGETOKE, e 'a
oew
No. § by the “ o

Sagon. Bavine sn extramery H&'Xm.u

FRONTAGE to the l.il
be SOLD by AUCTION b

Mmu BIIIOSBQDG SONS at the Red
Hotel, ‘oka, on W »

Juol?th.lw'l by instruction of the owner.
Particulars and conditions of

cbtainedin dwe soures of M. mﬁ:bcﬂu

Esq., Solicitor, ‘W
M. r

et B . sevtcke

nNnieIviiraTnNnr oD

’? o kir!

. ?emr

I haven’t been able to find any further records of the sale of the business and property from my vantage point
in Connecticut, and it must be for someone local to Basingstoke to follow through on this, should someone
wish to nail down some of the finer points of this paper.
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29 Beaconsfield Road, Basingstoke, in February 2026.

The sale of the Winchester St location is hinted at within Annie’s obituary. According to her death notice,
Annie also worked in watch making, helping her brother in the shop.3® She had been active in the church,
serving as a Sunday school teacher. 1 consider her to be equally a watchmaker in the family, although I have
little information on her. Both Annie and William S had lived at the Winchester St house/shop, but appear
to have moved in with sister Harriott for their final years before renting out the old home and then selling.
All seem to have been in less than stellar health. Annie would die age 56 on 17 February 1912 and then
buried next to her mother in South View Cemetery.3!

racE_ A

BURIALS in the Parish of T

i LI in the County nfmm" ﬂ-:di_ef.L_,, o

in the gear ome thousand mine hundred — and __ Twelos &

Hama,

S e B
o558 Bt G Vacas
i ‘S\ML‘QO’W f:’ﬂm;‘aﬂuu M/_}é:'yé, H_{U,K;ﬂl{a[u’j
[ ¥ { B oaie
' g M W g, el Ve
|

I T I
England, UK; Reference: Anglican Bishops' Transcripts — via Ancestry.com

Hampshire Archives and Local Studies; Winchester,

GREGORY Sarah Ann of 29 Beaconsfield-road Basingstoke
Hampshire spinster died 14 February 1912 Administra-
tion London 26 March to Harriet Lear widow.

Effects 42127 12s. 1d. Principal Probate Registry; London, England; Calendar of the

Grants of Probate and Letters of Administration made in the Probate Registries of the High Court of Justice in England;
1858-1995
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Devra aAxp Fonerar or Miss Grecory.—A re- | sion.
grettable gap has been caused in the ranks of
the Church workers in Basin e by the Known St
death of Miss 8. A. G ry, of Beaconsfield, ph Aty v e
Beaconsfield-road, whose funeral took place on | ® < wihere
Saturday. The deceased l“n,l, who was a :g.io-ud
daughter of the late Mr. William Gregory, at 7.30 Pro
was for man rs associated with her brother logical lectt
in the wat&vma ing and jewellery business in | paon m
}Vmch;:gr—ctmt.f and since M:;;h};.dmnt the study
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;{qocin(;ed with Church work i? -~ pll'ilh.’ THE ¢

iss y was in olurg o Infants’
Sundayml (Central) on ay afternoons,
and it is a_pathetic ciﬂ)mnlhme that the last | The confe
gathering in which she took part was at the | representati
mwniving at St. John’s schools on February | ending on

She was then not.in the best of health, | agreement,
but could not bear the thought of being absent mu“
(mm-nthﬁuof&dﬂdmgxww
welfare sho took the keenest interest. That | wage, the (
was, we believe, the last time she ever went | the result of
out, and ten days later she passed away at |day the Pr
the age of 56. Buide-tbeSunday-ehool.h .
Gregory devoted herself to other f of | miners 1nvil

Church work. In conjunction with her sister | of his collea
she superintended the hdhn' Meeting at the | ent A
May-street Mission Room. and she was also | sing g
a district visitor, and furthe: a member from | the possi
the first of the St. Michael’s (‘horal Class, and | national sto
in this and various other concctions her loss | engaged in
will be greatly felt. The first part of the | of the term:
funeral service on Saturday was held in the | by the mer
parish church—where the deceased had been | will issue i
such a constant worshipper—and many friends

attended to {h: last tribute of respect. Un-

f«ﬁt\:mt:l‘, nei :hrmmﬁl:‘v::

able to present, owing to illness A Firsr-i
.'_-_. :}.T!.:.: Wi .M Jliv‘m ar. | Mr. Wynd

Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke News. 21
February 1912.

Burial of William Skinner Gregory, 21 January 1918.
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Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921 - Ancestry.com
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William S died on 17 January 1918 and was buried in South View Cemetery, 32 Basingstoke, Hampshire, UK.
Plot G232 “38 years Watchmatker Beaconsfield Road Basingstoke”, alongside his sister Annie and mother Sarah
Ann. Beaconsfield Road is where his sister Harriott (widow Lear) lived, and where sister Annie had retired to
until her death in 1912. His estate probated 22 May 1918.33 [Gregory, William S kinner of Beaconsfield-road

Basingstoke, Hampshire. Died 17 January 1918. Probate London 22 May to Harriet Lear widow. Effects £ 3625 15
7d. Resworn [13125 15s. 7d.]

I don’t think that William S had served during the Great War, but the following article is of interest given the
date; too early for the later William Gregory; of Leicester with a dependent “Mrs. Sarah Ann Gregory” and
who died on 16 October 1918 of wounds. Despite the similar names, the town is different and the timeline

as well, this is an example of how easy it is to confuse two or more people, what with similar family names.

A.C.V.
t A MeMoRriAL SERVICE to commemorate
., three former members of the choir,
namely, William Gregory, Herbert W.
B | Dray and William M. Hill, who have re-
i contly fallen in the pervice of their
country, was held in the Parish Church
at | o0 Wednesday evening, wl'n‘-n n gmnl e
congregation was present. I'he Viecar Gl
Vs | was regretfully prevented from attend-
- |18 through indisposition. The Rev. E.
i; Hall, formerly Rector of Langtree, \ _
- Devon, who is temporarily assisting in | W
the work of the parish, conduncted the | 1
service and gave an address. (
" b

¥ Hants_and_Berks_Gazette_and_Mi_20_April 1918

With the passing of Harriott on 5 Feb 1935, this ended the lineage of those Gregorys in the watchmaking
trade.3* There are no immediate lineage family members through William Jr. Gregory and Sarah Ann Penton.

= i e e o Al

LEAR Harriet of Beaconsfield-road Basingstoke Hampshire
widow died 5 February 1935 Probate London 25 March to
Blanche Elizabeth Anne Chandler and Sophie Jane Wightman
spinsters and Walter Hall farmer. Effects £2148 16s. 6d.
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The Gregory Family of watchmakers. The blue fills are the known makers in the family.

John Gregory Mary Bramly
1728-1780
John Gregory

1765-1801
Tailor and draper | O
Hannah Morley
1770-1844

Sarah Gregary Mary Gregory Harriett Gregory James Gregory
1792- 1793- 1796-
Stephen Parker

James Gregory
1828~

Job Gregory
1770-

Mary Gregory
1776~

o Abraham Cox

Elizabeth Gregory
1799-1800
Mary Skinner

o 1794-1876

Harriett Gregory
1833- John Bullions
v 1829-

Arthur James Lear
1864-1897

Summation

Although not particularly documented in the history books on the topic, James Gregory may have
made watches and clock, but was better documented as a “watchmaker” in the vein of today’s
jewelers; providing service maintenance and repairs, between 1790 and his death in 1826. The
Gregory family (watchmakers, clock makers) were locally known but not on a wider basis; finding
any reference to them outside of Basingstoke or Hampshire is simply not possible. James, unmarried
and without children, had taken in his nephew as an apprentice; this boy, William, would inherit the
business and house upon James’ death. William married and among their children was William Jr,
who also learned the trade and would also inherit the lot, training his wife Sarah Ann Penton as

well. When William Jr passed, widow Sarah Ann continued the business, training their children,
with son William Skinner Gregory taking over as head of business when Sarah Ann retired, aided by
sister Sarah Ann “Annie”, until they both retired sometime after 1905. I see no passing of the
business to anyone “in the family” after this point and conclude that Gregory’s, as a watchmaking
shop, ceased about 1906/7. From 1790 to 1906, that’s a run of 116 years and four generations. I do

not have access to any surviving family papers or photos/pictures/images.
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! Lasham, Hampshire, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1536 - 1812.

https:/ /www.ancestry.com/imageviewet/ collections/ 62421 /images /62421 _314054000109_1360-00018?pId=319217

2 Tbid

3 Hampshire Chronicle - 23_August_1790

4 Hampshire Chronicle - 25_March_1793

> Hampshire Chronicle - Monday 15 April 1822

6 https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections /62424 /images /62424 373055000119 0960-0003 Hampshire
Archives and Local Studies; Winchester, England, UK Reference: Anglican Bishops’ Transcripts

7'The Reading Mercury, 2 Apr 1842, Reading, Berkshire, England

8 Reading Mercury, Oxford Gazette, Newbury Herald, and Berks County Paper - 5 Jan 1850

® Hampshire Chronicle, 27 July 1850.
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