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➢ Introduction. 

In February 2025 I purchased a verse fusee watch with the maker Jas. Gregory inscribed on the works.  There 

is a serial number of 1010 alongside, but this would require access to the maker’s record book for a date.  

Failing this, one is left with the hallmarks on the silver case to date; 1816.  Out of pressing curiosity, I began 

to research the maker and whatever I might learn about the type of watch.  With the large number of 

Gregorys in Hampshire, UK, it was the last will and testament of James that proved to be the essential key; 

the Rosetta Stone, if you will.  I have a webpage up that more or less summarizes that search, but herein will 

follow what I have uncovered of the Gregory Family.  Given that I live in Connecticut, USA, I am relegated 

to digitized sources, largely newspaper accounts and ads, and whatever kind person might uncover and share 

with me from Hampshire County, UK.  I am eager for any information and corrections: please reach out to 

me via my email address, JosMorn@aol.com  

Joseph Morneault 
Old Saybrook, CT. USA 

Feb. 2026 
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For the benefit of those who are not natives to south central England, I present these maps/images for 

context. 
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The Gregory Family (watchmakers) tree. Not inclusive of all children; merely showing the lineage of those 

who learned and continued the watch making and clock making business. 
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➢ James Gregory. 

James was born on 29 May 1767 in Lasham, Hampshire County, England to John and Mary (Bramly) 

Gregory; he would be baptized the very same day, according to the records of Saint Mary’s Church,1 

Anglican. For a time, the county was called Southampton, which you’ll see often, and the short hand for the 

county to this day is “Hants”. Although it seems that John and Mary were lifetime members of that 

community, I don’t have much more information.  Mary is cited as local, but I haven’t discerned her birth or 

death records, to date.  John and Mary had four children; John (b. and bap. 16 June 1765), James (1768), Job 

(b. 3 July 1770, bap. 22 July 1770), and Mary (b. 6 May 1776, bap. 9 June 1776).2   

At some point in his teens, James was presumably apprenticed to a watchmaker.  During this time in history, 

London was the center for watchmaking, and he might have been sent there.  However, it was not the only 

place to learn for there was no formal school; an apprenticeship to a watchmaker interested in taking on one 

was seemingly the norm, and it could be anywhere.  Lasham is a small town south of the city of Basingstoke 

by about 9 miles (some 14.48 km), and James might have been apprenticed there in the city, a watchmaker 

being far more likely than in a small town.  Until such time that I can at least present a likely master, I can at 

least state that James set up his business in 1790; aside from a surviving photo of the store (1881?) front 

showing a placard over the door as “Est. 1790”, the first time James appears in the “Universal British 

Directory of Trade, Commerce, and Manufacture” is indeed in 1790; vol. 2, p.312.  James would be shown 

over the years as a watchmaker, clockmaker, and seller of musical instruments. He appears in following years 

of this Directory, and is always listed as a watchmaker, rather than a shopkeeper.  It is a source of confusion 

which I address in the first section entitled “James Gregory – a Period Pocketwatch”.  Everything that I have 

dug up regarding his vocation suggests that James was a maker of watches and clocks, rather than merely a 

“front man”; but given the overall evidence and what I have learned of what a “watchmaker” was by the late 

18th century, I would think that he was more of what today in the US we might term a “jeweler”; he might 

well have made some watches and clocks, but he was more likely a retailer and serviceman, able to replace 

broken parts and generally service the watches and clocks, rather than a dedicated artisanal maker.  It does 

seem, by the various census records and such, that the term “watchmaker”, “jeweler”, and “silversmith” was 

used loosely and interchangeably.  James is listed in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by 

Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G. Press LTD, London]: “GREGORY, James. Basingstoke, ca. 1790-1813 C”.  

C=clockmaker, but with at least three watches known still in existance, a few clocks, and other information, 

watches were certainly part of his work. 
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The Universal British Directory of Trade, Commerce, and Manufacture. 1790 London, Vol 2.  p.317  This was a 

publication that covered the period of 1790 through 1798. 

 

The business seems to have always been on Winchester Street… According to the late Basingstoke historian 

Arthur Attwood, the first location was “where the Johnson’s dry cleaners were until recently and before that 

on the other side of the street (north side) next to the entrance to Joice’s Yard.”  Certainly, his shop was on 

this second site as late as 1819, but likely earlier.  This would be, it seems, 5 - 8 Winchester Street – when I 

looked in 2025 via Google Maps, it was “The Money Store”, but Google says that this is “permanently 

closed” now. This is rather close to the market square, where Winchester meets London Street. The first 

location was across the street on the south side, but I am ignorant of the specific address… Not being local, I 

don’t know where the “dry cleaners was until recently”.  There was a move in 1850, which can be seen below 

under William Gregory; perhaps this was the second location referred to by Attwood?  A property search in 

the local town hall might resolve this. 
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Here is the local directory for two years later. Gregory is listed as a watchmaker, as distinguished from a shopkeeper. 

 

 

In 17903 through at least 17934 it appears that James got involved in local committee for digging a canal. 
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Also: 

 

 

 

 

What follows are transcripts of land records provided by Ms. Reavell, mentioning James in 1811, 1814, and 

his occupation. Note that he indeed listed as a watchmaker and not a vendor or shopkeeper.   

 

 


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

  



It appears that along with the watches and clocks that he made, James also sold lottery tickets, per the entry 

above and this 1822 ad.5 
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In 1780, the father John had died in Lasham and is buried there.  No record have I found for the death of 

mother Mary as yet; transcriptions of gravestones at the Lasham burial ground do not show Mary and she 

may well have relocated to live with an adult child in another town, dying there.  In 1789, James’ elder brother 

John had removed to New Alresford, Hampshire Countya. This is to the west and a little south of Lasham, 

where he set up as a tailor and draper.  There, he married Hannah Morley (30 Aug 1790); they had six 

children: Mary (b. Mar 1792), Harriett (b. Nov. 1793), James (b. Apr 1796), William (b. Apr 1798), Elizabeth 

(b. May 1799), and a Sarah, for whom I have no record of birth but I did find a record of marriage that 

indicates that she is a daughter of John and Hannah.b  James’ brother John died around the 1st or 2d of 

September 1801; he was buried on the 4th, in New Alresford.  William would have been 3 when his father 

died; he lived with his mother and his siblings until he was taken to apprentice with his uncle James when he 

was about the age of 12 or 13, in 1810/11 (my educated guess, for I have not found a specific record).  He 

moved in with Uncle James in Basingstoke and there learned the trade.  Cambridge University Press & 

Assessment suggests that the average age of a youngster going into apprenticeship in the early 19th century 

was about 15 and a half years, so perhaps it was more like 1813?  Uncle James appears to have served as an 

executor for his brother’s estate.  

 
The Hampshire Chronicle, or, Winchester, Southampton, Portsmouth and Chichester Journal. Monday, September 28, 
1801. Front page. 

 

Little William may or may not have been the only one working in the shop for James, but it’s clear that he 

was the “son James never had” and would inherit the house and business.  Anything inscribed “Jas. Gregory” 

believed to be sold after his death in 1826 is most likely “stock”, sold as an item desired by the purchaser 

regardless of who’s name was inscribed in it.c  James did not marry and had no children of his own.  He 

continued in the trade until his death in 1826, when his star apprentice, nephew William, was given the house 

and the business in James’ will: see below.   

 

 

The Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921, via Ancestry.com, indicates that James 

Gregory died in Basingstoke on 5 March 1826, aged 58; not reaching his 59th birthday.  His will is also 

 
a today referred to simply as Alresford, but still distinct from nearby Old Alresford. 
b Please see the Genealogical Section in Part 3. 
c I say this for there is someone online who claims to have a James Gregory watch ostensibly dated to 1828, which I 
have not seen.  No serial number cited.  If the hallmarks are correct for this, then it is a James Gregory watch inserted 
into a later case.  Not unprecedented.  
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available through that site, but the image is muddy and difficult to parse out.  Donna and Thomas McQuades 

took up the challenge of deciphering the image, and it became the Rosetta Stone for this quest.  Subsequently, 

I found a much cleaner scan at The National Archives of the UK. The following image is from this latter 

source. The will of James Gregory: For citation source, it is “Will of James Gregory, Clock and Watch Maker 

of Basingstoke, Hampshire.” Reference: PROB 11/1711/62           Date 05 April 1826        Held at the 

National Archives, Kew, Richmond, England. 
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And what follows is the transcription made by Donna and Thomas McQuades. 

[Transcription of Last Will and Testament of James Gregory (In left margin) James Gregory.  

In the Name of God Amen. I, James Gregory of Basingstoke, within County of Southampton Clock and Watch Maker etc. 

Being of sound mind, memory, and understanding do wish and Publish this my last Will and Testament as follows. First, I give 

to my Sister Mary the wife of Abraham Cox Tailor & Draper Basingstoke Thirty pounds Per year standing in my account in 

the Saving Annuities in the Bank of England which I said on no account whatever may be sold during my Sisters Life time. 

Should she die before the Stock is run out (1860) to be equally divided between as many of her children as may then be living. 

Secondly, I give to my niece Sarah the daughter of my late brother John Gregory of Alresford, wife Of Stephen Parker now living 

in London or Westminister, to my nieces Mary and Harriett daughters of my Brother John Gregory, my nieces Mary and Ann 

daughters of my Sister, and to my nephew Abraham Cox the Son of my Sister Mary Cox each the Sum of Two hundred and 

fifty pounds in the three per Cent Consols. The said Abraham & Ann Cox to have the interest only until they attain the age of 

Twenty one years. Thirdly, I give to William Son and Mary the Daughter of William and Hannah Noys of Winnall – now 

Winchester the Sum of five pounds each (money). Fourthly, I give and I wish my freehold Messuage or dwelling house in the 

Town of Basingstoke in a street called Winchester Street wherein I now dwell with all my household Goods furniture Stock in the 

different trades of Clock and Watch Maker, Silversmith, Jeweler, Music Seller, etc with Book, debts, money, and all property of 

whatever kind to use Belonging unto my Nephew William the Son of my late brother John Gregory aforesaid whom I Nominate 

Constitute and Appoint Executor with my Sister Mary the wife of Abraham Cox aforesaid Executrix to this my last Will and 

Testament. And hereby desire the said William Gregory to pay my debts of every description with funeral Testamentary charges 

and expenses Fifthly I wish to be buried at Lasham near my father in a very plain way a double head stone on one part In 

memory of John Gregory who died February 28 1780 aged 52 and on the other In memory of James Gregory of Basingstoke – 

Son of John Gregory of this place who Died etc. etc. – Sixthly the above I declare to be my last Will and Testament In Witness 

whereof the said James Gregory have to this my last Will and Testament. Set my hand and seal this Twenty first day of 

February in the year of our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and twenty six James Gregory (LL) Signed Sealed And 

delivered by the said James Gregory, the Testator for this last Will & Testament In the presence of us who at his request in his 

presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto set our hands as witnesses thereto Samuel Dornan [-----] Wm 38. 

Pearman [-----] Will’m Dornan -----  Proved at London 5th April 1826 before the Judge by the oaths of William Gregory 

Nephew and Mary Cox (wife of Abraham Cox) the Sister the Executors for Whom administration was granted having been 

first sworn by Commission duly to Administer] 

 

In his will, James left the business to his nephew William; and that he also asked to be buried near his father 

John Gregory in the Lasham churchyard, which is adjacent to St-Mary’s Church and not very far from 

Basingstoke; John Gregory, who died 28 Feb 1780 in Lasham. Mother Mary is not mentioned.  We also now 

have a family set to follow: It would seem that James never married, nor had any offspring acknowledged in 

his will.  “I James Gregory of Basingstoke within the County of Southampton, clock and watch maker, &c, &c.”  He cites 

his living sister Mary, wife of Abraham Cox in Basingstoke, a tailor and draper by trade; their children Mary, 

Ann, and Abraham, the latter two being under the age of 21 in 1826.  James refers to his brother John, long 

deceased by the time the will is drawn up in Feb 1826, and John’s children: Sarah (wife of Stephen Parker of 

London), and William.  William is to be one of the two executors (along with Mary Cox, James’ sister), and 

William will get the house, shop, and business.  See the genealogical section in Part 3. 

This will was “proved before the judge” by the oath of “William Gregory, the nephew and residuary legatee substituted in the 

said will to whom administration was granted...” in London on 5 April 1826.  
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Below is the record of death and burial of James Gregory – burial, 5 Mar 1826. Fr. Ellis was the rector who 

buried James, in the Lasham churchyard of St-Mary’s, according to his wishes.  Today, the headstones have 

been pulled up and placed alongside the stone wall, I have been informed, and therefore the exact spot of 

burial is no longer knowable.  The Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921, via 

Ancestry.com, shown above, indicates that James Gregory died in Basingstoke on 5 March 1826, aged 58.6  
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➢ William Gregory 

Born in April 1798 in New Alresford, Hampshire.  As stated earlier, he moved to Basingstoke as a youngster 

to live with his uncle James and to learn the watch making trade.  William was 28 when his uncle died, and he 

served as one of the two executors for the estate and will.  William inherited the house, property, and 

business.  The following year, on 6 Aug, in New Alresford, he married Mary Skinner and brought her back to 

the Winchester Street house in Basingstoke.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

William and Mary (Skinner) had three children: James (b. July 1828), William Jr. (b. 5 Sep. 1829), and Harriett 

(b. June 1832).  William Jr was baptized on 6 Dec 1829 at Christchurch, Basingstoke, England.  William 

continued the business – making watches, clocks, and selling musical instruments; I have no evidence that he 

would have taught his wife any of the trade, but we know that he did teach his sons.  Having said this, it 

seems that clockmaking might have become less of a focus for the business; he trained his eldest son James to 

work the clocks, while the next son William Jr would focus on watches.  James would move out of the home 

some time after 1851 and presumably took his skills as a “clockmaker” with him.   

 

 

The image on the following page is from the Hampshire Advertiser and Salisbury Guardian of 16 Apr 

1836.  Note the comments that would have referred to William Sr as a watch maker. 
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It would seem that Gregory’s also sold lottery tickets.  See the images below. 
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William may have become a church overseer, per the following announcement:7  With a couple of other 

William Gregorys in the city at this time, I may be wrong about this and would welcome any further 

elucidation. 
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The image below is a watch made by William Gregory Sr, silver paired case, ploughing scene on dial, c.1842. 

Owned by the Hampshire Cultural Trust. 

 

 

This might be our William Sr, possibly serving on the town council, but further research is required to be 

certain.  Found in the Hampshire Advertiser, 8 Nov 1845. 

 

Berkshire Chronicle, 8 Nov 1845. 
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A side note of a journeyman worker – “a watch maker, in the employ of Mr. Gregory” – for William 

Gregory… Mr. Joseph Sansom.  There is very little evidence of employees outside of the family members in 

the business, so this is certainly of interest.   

 

 

By the start of 1850, William had relocated the business a couple of rods down Winchester St, which is 

believed to be the continued location until the early 20th century and the end of the business.8 

 

 

On 24 July 1850, a pledge was signed by a collection of locals in the “North Hants of Hampshire, England”, 

addressing a desire to "promote and support a fair for the sale of wool, to be held annually at Basingstoke".  

Among the signers was William Gregory of Basingstoke.9 

In the 1851 census covering Basingstoke, Hampshire, William is listed as head of household at 54 Winchester 

St.  Born in “Hampshire, Alresford” and 58 yrs of age, watch maker, the house also had Mary, wife, 57, also 

from “Alresford”.  Then there was 22 yr old son James, a clockmaker; William, 21, watch maker; 18 yr old 

daughter Harriett; and house servant 18 yr old Ann Martin.  William Sr. employed “one man”,10 which would 

be besides family members.  Perhaps it was still Joseph Sansom. 
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William is also listed in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G. 

Press LTD, London]: “GREGORY, William. Basingstoke. 1830-1867.” 

 

On 9 Jan 1855, son William Jr. married Sarah Ann Pelton of Basingstoke11 and she moved into the 

Winchester house/shop with her new in-laws.  She would take up watchmaking and become part of the 

family business.12  

 

This a couple of years later, and referred to in the Berkshire Chronicle of 24 January 1857, a robbery of two 

Gregory pocket watches occurred.  I think that it would be interesting if numbers 262 and 1457 should turn 

up in someone’s collection today! 

 

 

 

And then this…13 

 

 

 

 

In the Berkshire Chronicle of 3 January 1857, a report was printed regarding a burglary of some valuable 

antique coins.  The accused fenced the coins, one of which was to William Gregory, who would give 

testimony in court to this effect.   

mailto:JosMorn@aol.com


Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026.  JosMorn@aol.com   All rights 
reserved.   10 Forest Glen Rd.  Old Saybrook, CT. 06475  USA 

20 
 

 

mailto:JosMorn@aol.com


Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026.  JosMorn@aol.com   All rights 
reserved.   10 Forest Glen Rd.  Old Saybrook, CT. 06475  USA 

21 
 

William Sr died on 8 June 1860. He was buried four days later in Basingstoke, South View Cemetery: formerly 

known as Holy Ghost Cemetery. His will was proven on 12 August with the executors being his widow Mary 

and her brother Thomas Skinner.  The business head was now William Jr. 

 

  Hampshire Chronicle, 9 June 1860. 

 

 

 

Public ad/call-in for estate of William Sr.: The Hampshire Chronicle, 14 July 1860.  This is an unusual 

advertisement in that Gregorys doesn’t really seem to have placed ads in the various newspapers at all.  At 

least not that I have been able to dig up after hours of scouring the digitized journals.  There are other watch 

makers/sellers who do throughout the 19th century, but not our people, it seems.   

mailto:JosMorn@aol.com


Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026.  JosMorn@aol.com   All rights 
reserved.   10 Forest Glen Rd.  Old Saybrook, CT. 06475  USA 

22 
 

  Berkshire Chronicle, 22 June 1861. 

 

Probated property14  Widow Mary is listed as “head of household” in the 1861 census. 
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➢ William Jr. 

As mentioned above, William Jr (25) married Sarah Ann Penton (23) on 9 January 1855,15 moving her into 

the household. When her father-in-law died five years later, Sarah appears to have become the business 

driver; William Jr appears to have had lingering health issues, although I do not have information as to what 

he was suffering from.  I conclude that he relied heavily upon his wife along with whatever possible but as yet 

not documented apprentice/worker to operate the business during his last years. Widow Mary doesn’t appear 

to have been the one to take over the business and may have been content to be the family matriarch.  

William Jr and Sarah had six children: Sarah Ann – called “Annie” (b. 1856), Harriett – called “Hartie” (b. 

Oct 1857.  She went on to marry Arthur James Lear with no known children), William Skinner (b. 1859, 

bap.16 30 Dec 1859), James (b. 1861 and died 4 days later), Thomas Skinner (b. 1863 and died aged 4 yrs), and 

Charles (b. 1866 and lived but 10 days).17  Please see the Gregory Genealogy in the 3d section.  There also 

doesn’t appear to be a worker listed in subsequent census returns, so perhaps it was family-only by this point.  

Clockmaking seems to have left the immediate family business; where William Jr’s brother James wound up, I 

have been unable to ascertain.  I suspect that he continued the clockmaking aspect of the business, though.   

 

 Berkshire Chronicle, 13 Jan 1855   See the marriage 

announcement at the bottom, Jan. 9, at Basingstoke Church… 
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Above is the return for the 1861 census in England lists Mary, 68, as “head of household” and “watch 

maker’s widow” at the Winchester St shop/house. Her son, 31 yr old William (Jr), is a watch maker.  His 

wife, 29 yr old Sarah is not listed with a profession, and for the children there is Sarah (Jr), age 5, listed as a 

“scholar” or student; 3 yr old Harriott; 1 yr old William Skinner; house servant Sarah Brown, age 18.18  

 

William Jr died on Monday, 5 Dec 1870, age 41, 18 months after his father.19 He was buried seven days later 

in Basingstoke – South View Cemetery: formerly known as Holy Ghost Cemetery.20   
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The Hampshire Chronicle, Southampton and Isle of Wight Courier, 10 Dec. 1870… 

 

Reading Mercury, 25 March 1871 

 

 

Mother Mary seems to have left Winchester St at this point, moving to live with her widowed daughter 

Harriett Bullions in Lambeth, London, England until her death on 14 January 1873.  See the Gregory 

Genealogy in part 3. 
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➢ Sarah Ann Gregory  

Upon her husband’s death, widow Sarah continued the business.  Some records list her as S.A. Gregory – 

Basingstoke, which you’ll see below.  While the conventional view of watchmakers in history being done by 

male craftsmen, it seems more realistic to my experience in other fields that women did indeed work in this 

field, even if societal convention might expect the face of the business to be her male counterpart.  Perhaps 

being the widow of a local watch maker gave extra clout to continue on her own.  In any event, the census of 

1871 clearly states that Sarah Ann Gregory worked as a watch maker in her own right.   

 
Detail from the 1871 Census21 
 
The Winchester Street house/shop had Sarah Ann Gregory as head of household and watch maker.  The 
children were Sarah Ann (Jr) age 15, Harriett age 13, and William Skinner age 11; all “scholars”, or students.  
There was also an 18 yr old house servant, Mary A Mear.   
 
 
It appears that there was a property on Winchester St that belonged to the Gregorys (or recently purchased 
by) in addition to their home/shop, for in April 1876, Sarah decided to evict the renter/shopkeeper, W. 
Hudson – stationer, for damages done to said property.22  
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Ten years later, the 1881 Census lists Sarah Ann as a “jeweler”, which I find to have been a term used 
interchangeably with “silversmith” and “watch maker”; a major source of confusion.  In our era, we see a 
clear distinction, but perhaps then not so much a difference.23   
 

 
 
The above is the detail from the 1881 Census, showing that the house/shop was numbered as “No. 14 
Winchester Street”.  (Had they moved the shop? Or had the house numbers been changed? Other evidence 
show that the shop had been at 5 Winchester St since the days that James owned and ran the business. Or 
perhaps #14 is mislabeled?).  Sarah Ann Gregory, 48, head of household and a “jeweler”.  Daughters Sarah 
Ann, 25, and Harriott, 23, have not married and live at home, as does William Skinner, 21.  William S. is listed 
also as a “jeweler”, and we know with further information that he has learned watch making from his mother 
and will take on the business in his own right.  There is also house servant: Alice Bourne, 14.   
  
Based upon data found below, I think that Sarah trained her children in watchmaking to assist in the family 
business.  You will see that William Skinner continued as the head of the business, but daughter Sarah 
appears to have worked in the shop, too.  To what level of her participation was, I do not know. 
 
Sarah appears in “Watchmakers & Clockmakers of the World”, Vol. 2, by Brian Loomis [1976 N.A.G. Press 
LTD, London]: “GREGORY, Mrs. S. A. Basingstoke. 1878” 
 
UK, City and County Directories, 1766-1946: England, Hampshire, Basingstoke. 1885 Kelly´s Directory 

 
 
 
In communication with Debbie Reavell of the Basingstoke Heritage Society, the north side of Winchester St 

location was The Crown Inn entrance surviving as Joice’s Yard.  The current business there is Spotlight UK 
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Charity Shop. Below is a photo of the Gregory shop taken for the 1887 Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria; 

note that this would be after William Sr. had moved the shop property in 1850.  

 
 
And a more recent image of the very same shop today:  Thank you, Richard Arnold. May 2026 
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The 1891 Census:24 

 
 
Sarah, age 58, is still listed as a “watchmaker” and is still head of household.  Daughter Sarah Ann – called 
“Annie” here, age 35, and daughter Harriott – called “Hartie”, age 33, still live at home.  William S., 31, is also 
listed as “watchmaker”.  No house servant listed.   
 
By the 1901 census, it is clear that mother Sarah, 68, has retired.25  Harriott had married and gone, but Annie, 
44, and William S. 40, are still in residence, with William listed as “jeweler” and now the head of the business. 
Sister Harriott married Arthur James Lear on 11 February 1895, moving to a house on Beaconsfield Road, 
while other sister Sarah (Annie) appears to have never married.  Please see the Gregory Genealogy in Part 3. 
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The following year, Sarah died at home, age 69, of pneumonia on 12 December 1901,26 and is buried with her 
husband in the South View Cemetery,27 grave G151 (Also known as Holy Ghost Cemetery or Basingstoke 
Old Cemetery) in Basingstoke.   

 

 
 

England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995:  Gregory, Sarah Ann. 13 

Mar 1903 probate. 
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➢  William Skinner Gregory and sister Sarah Ann (Jr, or “Annie”) 

William S. was merely 10 when his father died.  His mother, Sarah, kept up the business and was even cited as 

a local watchmaker in her own right.  In 1881, William S. was 21 and cited as a jeweler and watchmaker, still 

in residence with his mother at the Winchester St house & shop.  Upon his mother’s death in 1901, he 

assumed control of the business.  William Skinner never married.  According to a newspaper announcement 

of the passing of his sister Annie, she had apparently been an active business partner in greater or lesser 

capacity during her life.  She had also never married.   

Harriett “Hartie” had married on 11 February 1895 to a local solicitor, Arthur James Lear.  They lived at 29 

Beaconsfield Rd in Basingstoke.  It was a quieter area of the city from the bustle of Winchester St.  On 24 

August 1897, while away on business, Arthur was hit by a train while crossing the tracks and killed instantly.  

They had no children from their three years of marriage, and Hartie’s siblings were invited to come stay at the 

Beaconsfield Rd home.   

In April 1902, William filed a complaint: On 20 March, William “jeweler of Winchester Street” had won three 

lots at auction, which included some carpenter's tools, some galvanized iron sheets, and a workbench, from a 

carpenter who was supposedly going out of business.  William paid for the goods the following day, to be 

delivered to the Beaconsfield Road house.  However, most of the won goods were not to be found.  A police 

investigation found that they had been taken back by the original owner and "hidden". The magistrate found 

the defendant guilty, fining him 2, seven days imprisonment, and presumably the goods were handed over to 

William.28 
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  Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke News - Saturday 07 October 

1905 

 

 

 

By the 1911 Census, 29 all three siblings are officially living at the 29 Beaconsfield Road house that Harriott 

had shared with her husband until his death.  All are listed as “private means”, so I surmise that they are 

retired.  There are a few mentions of “Wm. Gregory” participating in the local church, although no further 

details to clearly indicate that it is our man. 
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With no children to leave the business to, William S and sister Annie decided to shutter the watchmaker’s 

shop and retire.  In June 1907, the Gregory siblings put up the Winchester Street properties for sale.  This is 

the evidence that the 1850 location, where the family business would be until the end, was indeed at 5 - 7 

Winchester St.   

Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke News - Saturday 01 June 1907 

 
 

 

I haven’t been able to find any further records of the sale of the business and property from my vantage point 

in Connecticut, and it must be for someone local to Basingstoke to follow through on this, should someone 

wish to nail down some of the finer points of this paper.   
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29 Beaconsfield Road, Basingstoke, in February 2026. 

 

 

The sale of the Winchester St location is hinted at within Annie’s obituary. According to her death notice, 

Annie also worked in watch making, helping her brother in the shop.30  She had been active in the church, 

serving as a Sunday school teacher.  I consider her to be equally a watchmaker in the family, although I have 

little information on her.  Both Annie and William S had lived at the Winchester St house/shop, but appear 

to have moved in with sister Harriott for their final years before renting out the old home and then selling. 

All seem to have been in less than stellar health.  Annie would die age 56 on 17 February 1912 and then 

buried next to her mother in South View Cemetery.31 

 Hampshire Archives and Local Studies; Winchester, 

England, UK; Reference: Anglican Bishops' Transcripts – via Ancestry.com 

Principal Probate Registry; London, England; Calendar of the 

Grants of Probate and Letters of Administration made in the Probate Registries of the High Court of Justice in England; 

1858-1995 
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 Hampshire Observer and Basingstoke News. 21 

February 1912. 

 

Burial of William Skinner Gregory, 21 January 1918. 

  

Hampshire, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1921 - Ancestry.com 
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William S died on 17 January 1918 and was buried in South View Cemetery, 32 Basingstoke, Hampshire, UK.  

Plot G232  “58 years Watchmaker Beaconsfield Road Basingstoke”, alongside his sister Annie and mother Sarah 

Ann.  Beaconsfield Road is where his sister Harriott (widow Lear) lived, and where sister Annie had retired to 

until her death in 1912.  His estate probated 22 May 1918.33  [Gregory, William Skinner of Beaconsfield-road 

Basingstoke, Hampshire. Died 17 January 1918. Probate London 22 May to Harriet Lear widow.  Effects £ 3625  15s.  

7d.  Resworn  £13125  15s.  7d.]   

I don’t think that William S had served during the Great War, but the following article is of interest given the 

date; too early for the later William Gregory; of Leicester with a dependent “Mrs. Sarah Ann Gregory” and 

who died on 16 October 1918 of wounds.  Despite the similar names, the town is different and the timeline 

as well, this is an example of how easy it is to confuse two or more people, what with similar family names. 

 

 Hants_and_Berks_Gazette_and_Mi_20_April_1918 

 

 

 

With the passing of Harriott on 5 Feb 1935, this ended the lineage of those Gregorys in the watchmaking 

trade.34  There are no immediate lineage family members through William Jr. Gregory and Sarah Ann Penton. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:JosMorn@aol.com


Prepared by Joseph Morneault. Feb. 2026. Updated July 2026.  JosMorn@aol.com   All rights 
reserved.   10 Forest Glen Rd.  Old Saybrook, CT. 06475  USA 

37 
 

The Gregory Family of watchmakers.  The blue fills are the known makers in the family.  

  

 

Summation 

Although not particularly documented in the history books on the topic, James Gregory may have 

made watches and clock, but was better documented as a “watchmaker” in the vein of today’s 

jewelers; providing service maintenance and repairs, between 1790 and his death in 1826.  The 

Gregory family (watchmakers, clock makers) were locally known but not on a wider basis; finding 

any reference to them outside of Basingstoke or Hampshire is simply not possible. James, unmarried 

and without children, had taken in his nephew as an apprentice; this boy, William, would inherit the 

business and house upon James’ death.  William married and among their children was William Jr, 

who also learned the trade and would also inherit the lot, training his wife Sarah Ann Penton as 

well.  When William Jr passed, widow Sarah Ann continued the business, training their children, 

with son William Skinner Gregory taking over as head of business when Sarah Ann retired, aided by 

sister Sarah Ann “Annie”, until they both retired sometime after 1905. I see no passing of the 

business to anyone “in the family” after this point and conclude that Gregory’s, as a watchmaking 

shop, ceased about 1906/7.  From 1790 to 1906, that’s a run of 116 years and four generations.  I do 

not have access to any surviving family papers or photos/pictures/images. 
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